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In this section, you will analyse a minimum of 2 existing commercial products using your knowledge 

and understanding of designing and making. You should take into consideration the intended function 

and performance of the product; the materials, components where appropriate and processes used 

during its manufacture; how it was produced and how its quality was assured. 

The course is supported by a single book which will be used for the duration of the course. It is vital 

that you purchase this book as soon as possible as it will help you in completing this Transition Pack . 

The details of the book are given in the table below. 

Title A Level Design and Technology: Product Design - Graphic Products 

Author Jon Attwood 

Edition 3 

Publisher Pearson Education Ltd, 2008 

ISBN 9780435757793 

Equipment and Resources 
We endeavour to provide as much of the equipment as possible but there are some things that you 

must purchase and a few things that it would be in your interest to own. 

 

 The course text book (see below) 

 A scalpel and 10A blades 

 Good quality colouring pencils. 

 An A3 portfolio carry case. (Can be purchased from the school or you can use your 

GCSE carry case) 
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Choose 2 examples of contrasting fragrance packaging one of which must be an aftershave or 

perfume. You must make sure you have ALL the packaging for them- bottle and the card 

packaging.  

For example, you may choose to analyse a Diesel aftershave which could then be contrasted in your analysis 

with Impulse aerosol spray for women. The important factor is that the two products perform similar 

functions but have differences in appearance/ materials/ aesthetics etc  

 

Using the prompts, you are going to analyse the packaging. Use the text book to help you with your 

responses but be careful not to simply repeat the information given in the book. 

You can present your work as written notes on the following pages but ideally you should word 

process your responses as this is the form that the work will be submitted in. 

 

You MUST keep hold of the products that you analyse because you will 

complete the Product Investigation when the course starts in September 

1 

The following headings are the names of common manufacturing processes that may be used in the 

manufacture of fragrance bottles and packaging. Present an A4 page (for each) that details how each 

of these processes work and why they are used. You should make reference to the products that 

you have analysed when describing the processes (where possible). Use pictures and diagrams to 

illustrate your description of each process. 

 

1. Injection Forming (Plastic forms) 

2. Blow and blow process (Glass bottles) 

3. Die-cutting (Card packaging nets) 

4. Embossing (creating raised areas in card or paper) 

5. Printing Processes 

 Flexography 

 Offset Lithography 

 Screen-printing 

 Gravure 

2 
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3 

What is a suitable building? 

 

 Choose a building that you can gather the information necessary to allow you to model it. 

Though it is possible to make educated guesses from photos if all else fails, the ideal would be 

to obtain some dimensioned drawings for the building. 

 You will want to model at a scale that allows you to show detail so avoid very large buildings 

 To gain the higher marks you will need to demonstrate skill with a range of modelling materials 

and processes so make sure that the building has contrast in forms and colour. 

 

 

 For your portfolio of skills you will complete 2-3 modelling projects the most complex of which 

will be architectural. You are not expected to design the building but will model, to a scale, an 

existing building that you admire or find interesting. 

 Identify 2 buildings that you would like to model– one ambitious and a less complex design. 

Complete an A3 page for each showing as many images as you can find/take that will help you 

with your planning. Technical drawings should be found for each building as these will make the 

modelling to scale easier. These can be found online or requested from local authority planning 

departments. 

 Your choice of building should offer complexity and challenge and to this aim you should 

choose carefully 
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Criteria  What to analyse 

Form Describe the form (3D form) of the product. Is the form angular, organic, 

geometric? 

 Is the form meant to represent something (sculptural)? 

 Is the form determined more by decorative requirements or functional 

requirements? 

 Suggest reasons for the 3D form of the product. 

Aesthetics, (typestyle, 

colour, Images) 

The packaging (bottle and box) have been designed with graphics that will 

appeal to a target market. Describe the elements of the graphic layout; 

 What type-style (serif, sans serif, script or display font),  

 What colours and images. What mood or theme do these elements 

together convey?  

 Why do you think that these choices will appeal to the target user? 

Function Packaging has to fulfil a number of functions– promote (advertise), inform and 

protect as well as others. Describe what the functions are for the two products; 

 How does the product help with dispensing? 

 What information is offered, why? 

 How does the packaging serve the retailer/ manufacturer? 

User Requirements How does the product meet the needs of the user? How is the product used 

and stored by the user? 

Performance 

Requirements 

The performance requirements are how well does the packaging have to fulfil 

its functions. For example, if a package has to dispense then the performance 

would be ‘how much should the package dispense’. 

Materials and 

Components 

Requirements 

Research what materials have been used to manufacture the product. Suggest 

what materials have been used and why. Even if you are unsure as to the precise 

materials, suggest what the material has to do (be tough, inert, transparent, 

easily printed on etc.) 

This will require you to speculate which is fine as long as you offer reasons for your 

choice. 

Analyse your chosen products and determine what it 

was that the designer set out to achieve. Use the table 

below to respond to the headings and produce a 

technical specification for the product. 

Use the text book to help you with the meaning of the 

criteria headings below. Ideally, you should word 

process your responses as this will allow you to easily 

present your work for the coursework. 
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Example of the Performance Analysis 
Below is an example of the Performance Analysis. This should only be used as a guide and it 

should be noted that it is not thorough enough. You should also include the card packaging in 

your analysis which the example below does not.  


