
Science Club
The session 6 science club, run by Mr Strawbridge and Mrs Bland, 
is a great opportunity for year 7 and 8 to interact with each other 
and do practical sessions that may not be covered as much during 
normal lessons.  It’s a group of 16 keen scientists and 3 KS4 
volunteer students, but it’s always open for more people to join.

Every week on a Wednesday, Mr Strawbridge and Mrs Bland prepare 
a fun activity for the students that pushes them beyond their KS3 
curriculum: they like to make volcanoes, paint and develop pictures 
with invisible ink, and even make alien blood and so much more!

Also, each week a chosen student gives a 5 minute presentation 
about anything Science related that interests them and shows it to 
the whole group. This can be anything from a powerpoint with cool 
facts to a homemade video!

I think it’s such a good idea, especially for year 7’s and 8’s, because 
its shows the fun side of Science.  It also means the year 8’s can help 
out the younger year and everyone can make new friends. Plus there 
are plenty of teachers and KS4 students to help out too. This is
also a great opportunity for students to have fun and learn at the 
same time!

So, if any students are ever bored after school or any parent’s think 
their child might be interested, new comers are always welcome.
Come down to N3 and talk to Mr Strawbridge or Mrs Bland or any 
Science teacher to discuss attending science club.

By Year 9 student

Principal’s News 
What a busy term we have had!

Following some very pleasing examinations 
results over the summer holiday we are 
satisfi ed that the changes to our procedures 
and our continued drive for excellent 
teaching and learning is having the required 
impact. Our focus has always been on the 
whole education of each child and as such 
good outcomes are achieved because we 
provide a supportive house system, quality 
teaching and have embedded an ethos of 
high expectation. We thank our parents and 
community members who have supported 
us in implementing these changes and we 
wish all of our leavers good luck in their
next steps.

The academy continues to develop areas 
of the site and buildings and we are now 
beginning to see a real impact that being 
part of a trust has brought us. We have 

benefi tted greatly 
by having access to 
experts and being 
able to capitalise on 
the experience of 
other schools who 
have travelled a similar 
journey to us. We 
continue to seek 
additional funding 
through a variety of bids as well as aiming 
to raise our own funds to turn our dreams 
into reality. Our real focus at present is to 
improve the outdoor facilities for students.

We have worked hard on developing a 
presence in the local community because
we are proud of work and of our students. 
For up to date news on what is happening at 
the academy please see our website, follow 
us on Facebook or Twitter.

WINTER 2016

Sarah Wilson - Principal

Norman

Strive, 
Care, Create.

Oak

Mature, 
Persist, Excel.

Sixth form open evening
On Thursday 10th November, the Academy held its Sixth Form open 
evening. The evening was very well attended and provided a ‘scene-
setting’ talk as well as the opportunity to meet with subject teachers 
and current sixth formers to discuss the various courses on off er. 
The new sixth form prospectus is now available on our website (or 
available from the Oak House Offi  ce), together with updated course 
information. We off er a wide range of traditional, highly regarded 
A-Level courses as well as a selection of Level Three Applied General 
qualifi cations. 

Kickboxing Championship
Gemma Carter, a year 13 student, competed in the European 
Championships for Kickboxing for team England in Bucharest 
Romania. Gemma won two silver medals and two bronze medals. 
Gemma found it to be a great experience and wants to compete 
in Orlando next year for the World Championships for karate and 
kickboxing. Gemma’s ultimate aim is to compete in the Tokyo 
Olympics in 2020. Well done Gemma!

NHS Discovery Day
As part of the continuing careers programme, on 17th November, a 
number of sixth formers will be taking part in an event run by Anglia 
Ruskin University involving a visit to Peterborough City Hospital. This 
is a great opportunity for students to explore pathways into the 
NHS and the realities of what these roles involve. The day includes 
a visit to a clinical skills laboratory and opportunities to speak with 
professionals in fi elds such as Radiology, Pharmacology and other 
essential roles in the NHS. 

Anna( a year 12 student) said “ I personally chose Pathology. It was 
extremely interesting to see behind the scenes of a hospital. The 
sheer amount of work that is needed to be completed, thousands of 
blood tests each representing one individual, gave a completely new 
perspective of how a hospital actually functions. I highly recommend 
to anyone who is interested in the health sector to attend a taster 
day, you learn so much and really get an insight of what it takes to 
work in the NHS

Cricket tour of South Africa 
Over October half-term, Connor (a year 12 student and a member of 
the Huntingdonshire Country Cricket team) had the opportunity to 
tour South Africa. Although the tour was cricket-based, it was packed 
with many excursions which provided a wonderful insight into South 
African culture and lifestyle. From an educational perspective, there 
was a visit to the Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg and Robben 
Island, where Nelson Mandela spent 18 of his 27 years in prison. 
Connor also went into the Mbekweni Township to teach cricket at a 
school. There were visits to a crocodile farm, lion park and a safari at 
a private game reserve.  Connor says, “Overall, the tour was a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity that gave me many great experiences and 
memories that will remain with me for the rest of my life”.

University applications
The UCAS process is well underway and it is very pleasing that many 
students are receiving off ers soon after submitting their applications.   
Hannah says, “Applying to university has been more time consuming 
than I originally expected especially accompanied with the amount 
of work that comes with starting year 13. However, the professional 
help received made the process a lot easier as it was reassuring to 
know what was good and what needed improving in my personal 
statement. Many students are excitedly discussing universities and 
going on open days, often not quite believing it’s happening so soon”. 

Careers in Design talk
On Monday 17th October, ex-Sixth Form Student, George Garner 
came into school to talk to current students interested in a career in 
design. George works for a design company, with global clients such 
as  Coca Cola, Apple, Fred Perry and Adidas. They provide a complete 
design process right the way from research, design, strategy and 
manufacture. George gave the students an overall idea of the design 
process as well as career advice. He spoke to our sixth form students 
individually, in groups and in a year 12 Art lesson with Mr Hughes.

MacMillan Cancer Support
Our sixth form Students pride themselves on 
their cake making and once again produced 
some amazing bakes in support of the 
Macmillan Charity. It really was a team eff ort 
with a fabulous spread being sold to both staff  
and students, through the Sixth Form Café. The 
atmosphere was wonderful and a grand total of 
£70.65 was passed on to the charity. Well done 
years 12 and 13!

Norman Field day for the fi ve pound 
challenge
A great thanks to everyone who helped us at 
the Norman Field Day on the 20th and 21st 
October. Luckily the weather held out, and 
the days turned out to be a monumental 
success, with Norman winning the Fiver 
Challenge by achieving a staggering £177! We 
had a great turn out with many people really 
enjoying themselves. 

Forms helping out off ered games, challenges 
and activities such as: Beat the goalie; The 
Vista Challenge; The Cracker Challenge; 
Mouse hole; Music; Drinks; and more. Well 
done to those who beat the challenges,
by the way. 

It is a credit to the students that the event 
went as well as it did with no teachers or sixth 
formers organising it. 

Special mentions go to Mrs Lloyd, student 
Ben Tomsett and Vice-captain James Norman.

Hopefully the Norman Field Day will happen 
once again. With more challenges, more 
activities and more fun. I hope to see you
all there.

Billy Gray (N-JL Year 10) 

What we’ve been up to in SVA Encore
A few weeks ago auditions for ‘Matilda’, the 
musical, were held. Students were split into 
groups of three and given part of the script 
from the show. Three scenes, each with 
three characters, were acted out in turn by 
each group. People who wanted the role of 
Matilda went aside to do another audition 
as well as the one they had already done. 
That week was full of suspense as the 
members of SVA Encore waited for that all 
important cast list to be shown. Thursday 
lunch came and so did the cast list. People 
fl ooded into the music room to see the 
fi nal decisions. There was joy and a little bit 
of sadness that day as people found out 
which character they would portray, but 
everyone who auditioned will be involved 
in some way so no one was left out.

Drama club, also known as SVA Encore, 
is on Monday session 6. So far we have 
been doing some physical theatre 
where you act out objects, for example a 
washing machine or a lamp. We have also 
performed freeze frames, where you show 
an image as if your acting has been paused 
to show a feeling or scenario. We’ve also 
done mime and some acting exercises to 
show emotion in your performance.
We have also been looking at completing 
our Arts Award, which is a highly regarded 
qualifi cation a bit like another GCSE once 
you’ve completed it.

By Chloe Elliot, Year 8, N-BS 

The greatest day!
The move up was stressful right?
Wrong!
The Transition was easy for me
SATS were over, I’ve had time to relax
It’s time to go to my new school.

The day dawned, Induction Day
It was really here!
Time for the bus 
Meet new friends
Good times ahead

School assembly fi rst
We were put into our form group
Off  to try our fi rst lessons
Bunsen burners in science,
puzzles in Maths

I had such a brilliant day.

Alex Etherington
7N-EW

My day
Walking through the large oak doors,
Meeting up with friends,
Lugging round heavy books
Past corridors that bend.

Whichever lesson you have fi rst
You’ll fi nd your way around,
Make sure that you’re not clumsy
And fall and hit the ground.

Wanting to select your own lunch
Easy as can be!
Just pay with your fi nger
Make yourself very happy!

Well, it’s time for lesson
Whatever it is now,
The bell will go in an hour,
You survived! Wait, just how!

Amber Lynch

My First Day at Sawtry Village Academy

My heart was pounding as I walked the 
seemingly endless journey to my new 
school. I had no idea what lay before me.

I timidly stepped through the doorway, 
following my fellow students. But now I 
was on my own: I had no clue where to
go or what to do. As soon as these 
thoughts crossed my mind, a kindly 
teacher stepped out of the blue and 
directed me into the hall.

After a welcome speech we were shown
to our Houses and from there into our 
form rooms. My form tutor was so helpful 
and a kind Year 8 showed me where my 
fi rst lesson was.

I was the fi rst person to arrive at my fi rst 
lesson but soon the rest of the class 
followed. After my fi rst lesson the day 
went swimmingly. I only got lost once
but the sympathetic staff  showed me
on my way.

And so ended my fi rst day at Sawtry
Village Academy but I have got many
more to come!

By Natalie Bate, 7A-GH

C A R E E R S
E V E N T

9th February 2017
6pm – 8.30pm

An opportunity for all students Yr8 - Yr13 and their
parents to meet a range of employment providers,
training agencies, uniformed services, colleges of
further education and other information services.

Come along and see what is on off er.
This event will be run alongside the
Yr8 & Yr9Guided Pathways Evening.

For further information please contact Mrs West 
(Student Welfare)



Ermine Archers

Withstand, 
Venture, Persist.

Dream,  
Believe, Achieve.

Saints

Inspire,  
Motivate, Fulfil.

Media
On the 30th September 2016, year 11 Media 
went on a trip to the Warner Bros. Studio 
Tour in London to help with the topic that we 
are studying at the moment which is action 
adventure films. We travelled by bus to the 
studio, on arrival we were given a Harry 
Potter passport which had spaces for the 
different stamps we could collect along the 
way. There were two main warehouses to 
look around one called J and the other K after 
the author JK Rowling who wrote the books 
of Harry Potter. One student from our school 
then got to ‘Open the doors to Hogwarts’ 

and we entered into the ‘Great Hall’, What I 
found interesting was in the films the Great 
Hall looks huge but in real life the set is a 
whole lot smaller than what I thought it 
would be, this seemed to continue with other 
sets such as the Gryffindor Common Room 
and Dumbledore’s Office. The experience 
made me and the other pupils who went, 
appreciate how much work goes into making 
a film, from set and costume design to the 
filming and editing. A good time was had by 
everyone and it was a fantastic experience 
that I would recommend to anyone whether 
you love Harry Potter or not.

By Martha Racey, E-LW

STOMP

During the half term holidays, we took 
part in the STOMP workshop.  We looked 
at rhythms and practiced some of the 
routines that they do in the show.  We 
were taught by two performers who are 
currently in the show.  The workshop was 
really fun and exciting.  Next we went on 
the STOMP trip where we saw some very 
talented people perform.  The show was 
really funny and entertaining.  We watched 
people making music with everyday 
objects.  Although we stayed up very late, 
the show was definitely worth it!

By Emma Brown, E-PS, Matilda 
McEwan, E-NM and Lily Holt, E-JG

Child 
Development 
Students go 
‘Gloopy’
Last term in Child 
Development, the Sixth Form 
students were faced with a 
sticky problem: namely their 
coursework. They had to make 
’Gloop’ from scratch as part 
of their Personal Evidence 
Portfolio (PEP). They had lots of 
fun practising for this project, 
even though it was a bit messy. 
One of the sixth formers said, 
“We practised moulding the 
‘Gloop’ in class so that we 
would know how to make it, 
ready for the placement.” I 
would like to say that I really 
hope that all the Sixth formers 
do well in this part of their 
coursework as it seems like 
an awesome project!
India Walton- Salmon 
(Saints Reporter)  
 
 ‘Gloopy’ fun in Child 
Development. 

Isabel Davis –  
Year 8 in a Golf Competition
In October 2016, Isabel Davis in Year 8 (E-
JG), competed in a tough golf competition 
with many other people of her age.  It was 
an 18 hole course and Isabel was playing 
off a 34 handicap which is very impressive 
for someone her age.  Out of more than 
50 competitors Isabel came third.  Isabel 
has a real passion for golf and has been 
playing since she was 8.  We wish her the 
best in this sport and congratulate her on 
her achievement. 

By Abigail Dalby, E-HC –  
Ermine Vice Captain

Student News 
New Year 7s within Ermine House

At the beginning of this academic year 
we were joined by year 7s beginning their 
secondary school life at Sawtry Village 
Academy.

As a school we worked very hard to 
ensure that their transition from primary 
to secondary school was as easy and pain 
free as possible.

In this short period of time the Year 7s 
have settled in very well and made many 
new friends.

I spoke to a few students about their 
time at Sawtry so far and this is what one 
individual said, “I’ve settled in really well 
and everyone was really welcoming and 
kind.  PE is my favourite subject because 
I have always loved doing sport. Although 
Sawtry is a lot bigger than my primary 
school I still feel safe within Ermine house.  
I get a lot more homework but I feel I have 
been supported in my transition from 
primary school.”

So all in all they have settled in well and 
we are looking forward to the many years 
they will spend at Sawtry Village Academy.

By Kathryn Paternoster, Year 11 E-GA

Sophie Barnwell – Artist of the Month 
for October

Sophie is always the first to independently 
develop her work in a mature way. 

She is talented and will have a great 
exhibition at the end of the year. 

GCSE Blood Brothers Trip

On the 19th October a group of year 
10 and 11 students enjoyed a great 
experience, going to the Hippodrome 
in Birmingham, to watch the play Blood 
Brothers.  The atmosphere on the coach 
was very exciting and the students 
couldn’t wait to arrive at the venue.

Once in the Hippodrome, the students 
were taken to their seats, which were 
located in the centre circle.  A silence 
grew as the show began.  Throughout the 
first half of the play the tension started 
building, intriguing the Sawtry students.  
During the break, there was a chance 
to grab an ice cream.  Then the second 
half started.  As the pupils had already 
read Blood Brothers at school, you could 
hear some keen Sawtry Village Academy 
students singing along which shows great 
knowledge and interest in the play!

It was sad to see the play end, however, it 
was getting late and the students looked 
tired.  The coach journey back was very 
quiet and the kind bus driver put on the 
Lion King for us to watch.  A super way to 
end the day!

Overall, it was an amazing experience 
which will benefit the students with their 
English Literature exams.  As well, it gave 
students the opportunity to see live 
theatre, which does not come around 
every day.

By Abbi Walters, E-LW

Blood Brothers
On Wednesday 19th October the English Department 
took a group of 100 Year 10 & 11 students to The 
Hippodrome in Birmingham to see ‘Blood Brothers’, 
one of the texts they are studying in GCSE English.  
The trip was a huge success, the students really 
enjoyed the play and came away with a better 
understanding of how the words on the page 
become action  on stage.

Pledges Day 
8/11/16
A group of Archers’ students was 
successful in achieving a Bronze 
Environmental Pledge by taking part 
in a trip to the Green Britain Centre in 
Swaffham. Students had the opportunity 
to find out about renewable forms of 
energy, new forms of transport and 
sustainable food.

This is what the Head of Ermine House, 
who hosted Archers’ students for the day 
had to say about our students.

114 students from Archers climbed the only 
wind turbine in the world that you can go to 
the top of, you can also walk to the top of 
the Green Britain Centre. The day included 
learning about electric cars, sustainable 
energy, students even created their own wind 
turbines and tested them. Students who 
remained at the school created bird boxes 
and helped improve the local environment 
at the Saints Church in Sawtry. All students 
were a credit to the school and achieved 
their Bronze Environment Pledge.

Remembrance Day
Archers House is very proud to have a number of students represent the 
Academy at the Remembrance Parade on Friday 11th November. They 
looked very smart in their uniforms and are a credit to themselves and 
their House. 

The students were, James Arnold (A-NR), Michael Arnold (A-LSJ), Thomas 
Corby (A-ROP), Ryan Corby (A-GH), Dylan Ayres (A-HSC), Owen Ayres (A-IP), 
Amira Seaton (A-GH) and Dennie Williams (A-AJ).

Caitlin Baron (A-HSC) and Kizzy-Lou Thistleton (A-IP) also represented the 
Academy and the Guides at a Service of Remembrance held in Stilton.

Willow Carpenter (A-AJ) also made an effort on Remembrance Day by 
choosing to wear a soldier’s uniform and decorate her horse with Poppies 
when she was competing in a jumping competition at Sissons Farm 
Equestrian Centre in Newborough on Sunday 13th November.

Following on from our Pledges Day, 
Archers House has decided that it will 
continue to support the Sawtry Food Bank 
as part of its service to the community.  
We were saddened to learn that in this 
area there are still many people who 
are in need and so benefit from the 
support that the Food Bank provides.  Any 
donations would be hugely welcome and 
can be brought to the Archers’ foyer or left 
at the main reception. 

Other achievements in Archers House 
include:

Grade 1 Drum exam pass for Aaron 
Rabjohns in A-ROP 
And Silver certificates for Singles and 
Dance, disciplines in Ice Skating, for 
Evelynne Bingham in A-CD.

Halloween Bazaar
There were spooky goings on when Saints students 
recently organised a Halloween Bazaar. They came 
up with lots of fun ideas for the lunchtime event 
which included scary face painting, a monster 
obstacle course, skeleton gingerbread men, 
Halloween balloons and much more. The money 
raised went towards helping to buy new teaching 
and learning equipment for the Academy which 
is above and beyond what we normally have 
access to.

Food Technology 
hosts Christmas 
Cookery Club
For 6 weeks throughout November and 
December the Food Tech department 
organised Christmas cookery classes 
for KS3 students during session 6 on 
Wednesdays. The purpose of the classes 
was to improve their cookery knowledge 
and learn useful skills which they 
could put to the test in preparation for 
Christmas.

The classes were very popular with all 
sessions being fully subscribed. Students 
paid just £1 per session to learn a 
combination of basic and complex skills. 
As an added bonus, all the ingredients 
were included in the fee and students 
were able to take their finished products 
home. These included:

Week 1- Mince pies: short crust pastry 
making. Week 2- Christmas stained 
glass window biscuits. Week 3- Savoury 
Palmiers: cheese and pesto stuffed 
pastry swirls. Week 4- Christmas pudding 
cupcakes. Week 5- Sausage rolls. Week 6 
– Gingerbread figures
Anna Mitchel (House Captain) 

A Hive of Creativity  
in Textiles
Year 10 is currently a hive of creativity with 
students making their first garment after 
spending weeks building up their skills and 
decoration techniques. Each student has 
completed a prototype for their corset top and 
are now developing ideas further by adding 
patterns to their final designs. Year 11 are 
prototyping their final design for their GCSE 
coursework. This year there is everything from 
duvets to costume designs, with students aiming 
to produce their final designs before Christmas.

Year 12 are contrasting their contemporary 
mobiles based on a seaside theme. The designs 
are even more elaborate this year compared 
to last year and will look wonderful when 
completed and put on display in the textiles 
room. Year 13 are on the final straight of their 
personal investigation project which accounts 
for 60% of their A level grade. They are creating 
some exciting pieces of 
work based on subjects 
of their own choice. Their 
work will be on display 
in May next year so be 
prepared to be amazed.
Victoria Boyle 
(Vice Captain)

Scary face painting 
modelled by Mrs 
Larham

Selling spooky 
balloons at the 
Halloween Bazaar

Geography goes outdoors:
For this edition of the school magazine, we interviewed Mr Pink 
regarding the latest geography trips. Here is a summary of some 
of the trips that have taken place together with those planned 
for a later date:

Year 11s have recently been on a trip to Huntingdon in order to 
complete their Geography coursework. 117 students made the 
trip over 2 days to collect data for their coursework which counts 
towards 25% of their final exam mark.

Year 8 students went to Ramsey to collect field data and to gain experience of field work. 
Year 13 students went to Holme Fen and Lady’s Wood near Upwood. This was to enable them 
to understand the difference between a managed woodland biome and a wild woodland area.  
Also, Year 12s will be going on two types of field trip, one coastal and one urban environment 
trip, the data from which will be used for their exams. In addition, a group of 6th form students 
made the journey to Cambridge University for a Geographical Association lecture about Ebola 
which they found both informative and helpful.
John Moody (House Captain) and Morgan Davis (Vice Captain)

Year 11 students collecting 
data in Huntingdon

Textile ‘seaside’ theme


