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1 Purpose 
The pupil premium was introduced in April 2011 by the coalition government to address the gap in attainment 
between students deemed ‘disadvantaged’ and their peers. Children are considered Pupil Premium students 
if eligible for free school meals (or have been eligible in the last six years), looked after, or within families who 
work in the armed forces. The pupil premium funding is paid to schools for pupils between the ages of 5 and 
16; it should be spent in ways that close the gap in attainment for disadvantaged students and be used for 
all students to receive pastoral support where needed. The current rate of payment is £935 per FSM or Ever 
6 FSM pupil, £1900 per looked-after child (who has been looked after for more than a day, has been adopted, 
has been in care), and £300 per service child or Ever 5 service child. 
 
2         Principles  
At Sawtry Village Academy, the pupil premium is used to aid all our pupils achieve their full potential during 
their time with us. This is in line with CMAT’s mission to deliver, promote and inspire high quality educational 
provision so that every child is a successful learner, confident individual and responsible and employable 
citizen. We will continue to develop our use of this funding to ensure we close the gap in attainment of 
students who are less likely to achieve in line with their peers (as based on national statistical patterns). We 
will focus particularly on all students progressing well during their time with us and having opportunities to 
develop beyond the formal curriculum time. We are committed to the creation of a true meritocracy where, 
irrespective of their backgrounds, students attain in line with their ability and their peers. We also recognise 
that not all of our pupil premium students are socially disadvantaged and that some students need additional 
support who are not eligible for this funding.  
 
3          Provision 
3.1  Achievement and standards: class-based interventions to enable progress of targeted individuals at 
all levels of ability, departmental additional learning opportunities to support progress.  
 
3.2  Learning support: identify additional barriers to learning other than specific educational needs and put 
in place support.  
 
3.3  Pastoral care: raise self-esteem, extend personal skills, mentoring, and support opportunities to 
maximise learning opportunities through course choices in year 9 and post-16.  
 
3.4  Enrichment: support learning outside the classroom through small group literacy and numeracy 
support, educational visits, social events, provision of educational equipment and music lessons.  
 
3.5  Parents: communicate regularly with parents, offer support through in-school and locality services. 
External services: use external expertise to support specific needs of individuals. 
 
  
4         Impact  
Sawtry Village Academy regularly measures the attainment and progress of all students with particular 
reference to all our vulnerable groups. The Senior Leadership Team, our Pupil Premium Champion, our 
SENCo, our Senior Tutors, extended pastoral teams, and our Curriculum and Subject leaders evaluate the 
needs of students and the outcomes of interventions as well as the needs for any additional support that 
could be put in place. There is strong communication between pastoral support and curriculum provision to 
ensure all our students are tracked carefully and their needs are met. Interventions are logged and progress 
is monitored to evaluate impact. School governors are kept informed of this crucial area of work and parents 
can access information through the school website.  
 
5        Outcomes 
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• Students will have been identified and monitored 

• Gaps in progress and attainment between disadvantaged students and their peers both within school 
and nationally will have narrowed 

• Students will have developed confidence and independence and their aspirations and ambitions will 
have been supported.  

 

 

SLT (November 2017) 
Leadership 
This policy will next be reviewed in November 2018 
 

 

 


