
One of the best things about working in 
education is how clear the outcomes of what 
we do are. Annually, we get to share the joy 
of young people as they either get the grades 
they need to go on to their Post 16 options, 
careers, university or, in the case of our 
primary students, secondary school. These 
emerge at the end of years of hard work and 
effort but we have to wait for June. For many, 
this has been the toughest part of the year 
with the dark nights and so much to complete 
before June and the examinations arrive. 

For North Cambridge Academy (NCA), the 
culmination of a three year project to deliver a 
fantastic new building has been completed. At 
Nene Park Academy we had a 6 week summer 
break in which to move; at NCA they had just 
February Half Term. The government’s PSBP 
project aimed to deal with the worst 261 
school buildings in the country. This gives a 
clear indication of just how bad their previous 
accommodation was. The students and 
teachers, after a frenetic period of activity, are 
all settling into their new home.  It is so bright, 
airy and has facilities designed for the 21st 
Century. Later in March, we will also open our 
new gymnastics academy to provide a simply 
fantastic sporting facility to complement the 
academic and social spaces we now have.

For West Town, the journey remains in its early 
stages.  The old Peterborough District Hospital 
has been cleared, and the frame is now taking 
shape.  It is amazing to think that by October, 
our new Reception students will no longer 
have to play without any grass.  A recent visit 
from the Regional Schools Commissioner 
reinforced our view that Mrs Dooley and her 
team are doing something quite special in 

their current environment. After what promises 
to be a crazy Autumn half term break, after 
over 100 years, West Town Primary will have a 
new home in which to develop its journey.

Following an Ofsted visit in December, 
Sawtry Village Academy recorded significant 
improvements at the academy since it joined 
the trust.

1.      Leadership and management, including 
governance, have been completely 
transformed since the last inspection. The 
inadequacies found at the last inspection 
have been addressed.

2.      The Principal has steered the academy’s 
recovery with remarkable determination 
and assurance.

3.      The Trust provides excellent strategic 
leadership and steers improvement 
through high-quality training, guidance 
and support.

Although there is still a lot to do, the 
balance of judgements, 3 Good (Sixth Form, 
Behaviour and Welfare, and Leadership and 
Management) reflect how confidently we have 
left Special Measures behind. The whole school 
is working hard on achieving the outcomes this 
summer that will continue this rapid upward 
trajectory.

Finally, since Christmas two of our Trustees 
have decided to step down as their period 
of office has come to an end.  I would like to 
thank both Jane Handy and Mike Fox for all of 
their hard work and support since the Trust 
began. Jane’s role as Chair of our Premises 
Committee has involved overseeing all of 
the building work we have undertaken, and 

Mike has lead on our work on developing 
our project at Northstowe and on chairing 
our Audit Committee. After five years, it is 
rewarding to look back on all we have achieved 
together as a Trust with great pride. It is also 
important to look to the future with optimism 
and confidence. A number of other schools are 
exploring the possibility of joining our trust and 
our current academies continue to go from 
strength to strength.  The Chair of the Trust 
will be writing imminently as we seek to recruit 
some new trustees to help shape the next 
stage of our journey.  If this sounds of interest, 
please look out for her letter.

SPRING 2016
Year 7 Ambassador Haiku

New beginnings
I walk through the door in my black 
polished shoes, 
Me & my friend walk together in two’s, 
I feel my grin drop to the floor, 
I have lots of time but I feel I need more, 
Making friends is the best part of all, 
All of the Year 11’s feel exceptionally tall.

Everyone smiles as I walk in to my House, 
It’s really quiet, you could hear a mouse. 
Science is first; where do I go? 
I could ask someone, they’ll probably know. 
The register is taken, I feel right at home, 
I know where I am, I’m now in the zone!

Felicity Coles

Experiences 
Make the best of your 
time here 
You’ll have lots of fun

Yr7 is great 
Meet new teachers & new 
friends 
Here you’ll learn a lot

Fun time are ahead 
Try and work your very 
best 
No need to worry

Eleanor Maryniak, Chloe 
Elliot, Molly Kerfoot

CMAT Celebrates Its Fifth 
Birthday This Easter!

Mark Woods - Executive Principal Cambridge 
Meridian Academies Trust



Ermine

Fundraising adds up 
During our half term break most of us meet with 
friends, play X-box or go to see family. However one 
Maths Teacher decided to do something different. 
Mr Sethi travelled over to Turkey and neighbouring 
countries including Syria, distributing aid packs to over 
200 refugee families. He changed so many lives due to 
his dedication. Over Christmas, he raised £4200, thanks 
to donations from all over the UK. His achievement 
is inspiring, now helping over 800 individuals. 
Congratulations Mr Sethi, you should be proud.

Star Teacher of the Month 
This is Mrs Rickard and we would like to dedicate this article to 
her. She works extremely hard, teaching us everything we need 
to know, managing to squish everything in, within extremely short 
time frames. She stays after school and misses her lunch times. She 
has gone above and beyond and as a result we are happy to say, 
students have managed smile worthy grades. Due to her dedication, 
commitment and hard work, we would like to say a special ‘Thank 
you!’ If you think a particular teacher in Ermine has been amazing, 
get in touch with any of the Magazine Team and we will make it known. 

Phoebe D (Editor) Willow S

Music Dept. - Student hits the right notes 
Ellie Fowler is doing her bronze medal on the clarinet this term also she is in Ermine! We will let 
you know how she does!

Pledges Day 
Year 7 and 8 Ermine House students went to Hinchingbrook Park as part of 
our Leadership Pledges Day. Activities were Blind Trails - We got into groups 
of two with one blind folded; one guiding the other. The latter followed a 
series of arrows directing their blind folded partner through the forest. We 
personally enjoyed this.  Fire lighting – Creating fires by hitting flint with steel, 
cotton and hay. It turns out making fire is harder than it looks. Den building – 
We went into the woods near a multitude of fallen branches, got into groups 
and built a den. Orienteering – We did not get that far! Gabriel O, Oliver P 
(Reporter)

I stepped forward, assigned everyone to a role and the teamwork was much 
more efficient, compared to when everyone was working randomly. Teams 
with a strong Leader managed to successfully complete all tasks.

Phoebe D (Year 11)

This has been a very busy term for Ermines staff and students. Mr Sethi went the extra mile 
by volunteering in Syria, providing help to refugees. We have a Star Teacher of the Month Mrs 
Rickard. We had some of our students go to Hinchingbrook Park for Pledges Day and other 
students have done various activities outside of school and have won numerous awards. 
Hannah and I, we have done mentoring of other students in Ermine and this has been a 
wonderful experience. 

Hannah W and Tom B (House Captains)

Congratulations also 
to Briony C (Year 11), 
Briony came 1st out of 25 
competitors in a Dressage 
Competition December 2015

I’ve been a dancer since I was six years old, with a crew called Inspire. We managed 
to reach the National Dance Finals and danced on stage with Britain’s Got Talent 
finalist dance crews Peridot and Kerizma Krew. When I moved from Essex I joined 
DanceNoEnd and with this crew I have performed in Cathedral Square, taking part 
in the Peterborough Zombie Walk and performing for the public during the Diwali vs 
Zombie Festival. I love the freedom to experiment and I get that from street dancing; 
being able to fit moves together to a piece of music and being part of a team and 
watching everyone’s hard work come together to create a fantastic performance. For 
me dancing is a way of exerting myself as I’m naturally quite a shy person. 

Kayleigh T (Year 8)

Dream,  
Believe, Achieve.



Archers
Josie Fortune (10-GM) runs 
for Nene Valley Harriers and 
took part in a 4km race at 
Parliament Hill, London on 
Saturday 30th January. She 
came 54th place out of over 
300 runners. Josie has also 
been selected to run in the 
New Balance English Schools 
Cross County Championships 
to be held in Nottingham in 
March.
Yaxley Lynx Football Club 
have made it to the Cup Final 
on 4th March.  Archers House 
have 4 players for the team 
who will be playing Pinchbeck 
Football Club in the final, 
Lewis Wright (A-RH), Lewis 
Pereira (A-RH), Adam Newton 
(A-RH) and Liam Sanderson 
(A-NR).
Lily Borgognoni (A-RH) 
competed in a swimming 
competition in Whittlesey on 
Sat 30th January and won a 
3rd place medal in the 50m 
Freestyle.

On 10th February Adam Brown (A-SJM) took part in the Rotary 
Electronics Challenge at Abbey College.  This year the task was 
to build a bridge that was capable of supporting a 1KG weight, 
but it also needed to open to allow model boats to pass through. 
Adam and his team were in the Intermediary group and came a 
very respectable 3rd place.

Sam Carter (A-SJM) has been awarded a Football Scholarship with 
St Ives Football Club and will be embarking on this this Summer.  
We wish him every success for his future.
On Wednesday 25th November 2015, 3 Archers students, Josh 
Armstrong (A-MH), Peter Rosbrook (A-GM) and Ben Clifton-
Atfield (A-GM) represented the Academy in the Geographical 
Associations Worldwise Quiz at Long Road 6th Form College in 
Cambridge. They came a very respectable 6th out of 24 schools.
In December 2015, Matt Newson (A-MH) took part in a charity 
fundraiser with City of Peterborough Swimming Club. Their 
target was to swim the width of the Channel and back to beat a 
previously set time of 3 hours and 20 minutes. 8 teams worked 
together and smashed it in 2 hours and 14 minutes! 
Poppy Ludgate (A-NR) plays football for both Posh ladies and 
Yaxley ladies teams.  On Saturday 30th January 2016 she won 
Player of the Match in a game against Riverside in which they 
won 6-0.  During Half Term she will also be playing a league game 
for Posh ladies against Norwich City.

Poppy also took part in the Inter-school swimming gala which 
took place on Tuesday 2nd February 2016 at St Peter’s School 
in Huntingdon.  Sawtry VA came 4th out of 8 schools with Poppy 
winning both her breast stroke and butterfly races.
During the last Pledges day on 16th December 2015, Miss 
Magilton took a group of Archers students to Sawtry Junior 
school where they delivered a very successful MFL lesson to their 
students.
During Half-Term the English Department held some English 
coursework clinics to enable students to work on improving 
their assignments and to provide extra support to prepare 
them for their speaking and listening assessments. On the 
Monday 48 Year 11’s had made the effort to come to school 
during their holiday and by the end of Tuesday 85 students had 
attended. Well done to them and team English for their time and 
dedication! 

Rory Pinegar (8A-IP) trains and plays for Oundle Rugby Club on 
Sundays during the season.  He has recently been selected for 
the Developing Player Programme which is run by Northampton 
Saints Rugby Club and is a pathway into their Rugby Academy. 
He trains every Wednesday evening with them and has games on 
Saturdays every 3 weeks.
Kizzy-Lou Thistleton (8A-IP) started being a Majorette at the age 
of 8 and trains on Wednesday and Friday evenings with the Blue 
Vision Twirling Team in Huntingdon.  She competes in various 
competitions throughout the season and on 14th February in 
Ipswich, she won a medal in her solo routine and will now go on 
to represent her troupe in the National Competition which is 
held in April at Butlins, Camber Sands.  Good Luck Kizzy-Lou!
Ever since becoming House Captains, Charlotte and I have 
become more involved in House activities and feel that in due 
time, once House Captains are more established, the role will 
become most beneficial to both students and staff.  Having 
recently started attending fortnightly meetings with Mr Wilson 
and fellow House Captains, we are bringing student’s problems 
to the surface and make a positive impact on the future for the 
school.

Connor Parnell

Withstand, 
Venture, Persist.



Saints

It’s been a busy term for the students of Saints. 
The most notable event was our Pledge day in 
December where students not only in Saints, but 
around the whole school worked hard to deliver 
their pledges, with Saints having the environment 
topic. Some went on a trip to The Great Britain 
Eco Centre where they learnt about renewable 
energy and how we can save our planet! Other 
students took part in interactive workstations 
covering subjects such as recycling and how to 
make the school a cleaner, better place.

 There should also be a big shout out to the 
year 11’s for all their hard work in the December 
mocks as they build up for the big exams in May 
(good luck by the way).

Stuart Whaley , House Captain

Geography 
Over the past term, the Geography 
department have had many different 
and exciting projects and trips. These 
include year 7 students carrying out an 
investigation into whether Connington 
should install wind turbines, the year 8 
students creating their own river that 
erodes using sand and gravel and the 
year 12 trip to West Wales taking place 
in March where the students will be 
interviewing the locals on various matters 
concerning their area. Most notably, three 
students have taken part in the Graphical 
Associations Quiz and not only did they 
enter, but they came sixth out of twenty-
one schools. Good job guys!

Skye Jay, House Captain  

Design and Technology
The purpose of making the bird boxes for Pledge Day was to help 
the environment. This was done by giving the birds a place to live. 

The skills required were: general work-bench skills, sawing, drilling, 
nailing (hammering), teamwork and communication.

They were made out of old recycled pallets and recycled plastic 
milk bottles for the hinges. Approximately 140 students took part 
in making 14 boxes.

Damien Bennet

Student Talent
Tilly Warren was interviewed 
to find out more about her 
Majorette competitions, her 
next one being from the 
15th-18th March, and then 
in April. 

She has been a Majorette 
since she was eight and has 
been with her current troop 
Harmony Majorettes since 
last April. Before then, she 
was part of the Blue Vision 
troop for four years. This is 
her fifth competition year. 

She became interested in 
Majorettes after having 

tried it at Hinchingbrooke 
Park where she fell in love 
with it and subsequently 
decided to join a troop. 
When asked how many 
people are at each 
competition Tilly said that 
70 people attend regionals 
and a few hundred attend 
nationals. 

From everybody in Saints, 
we wish Tilly the very 
best of luck for her future 
competitions.

Catalena Wallington  

Child 
Development
Earlier in the term, 6th form Child 
Development students had to make a 
scenery box for children in reception 
years. The box had to be educational 
such as teaching them numbers or the 
alphabet. One of the students Savannah 
Lunn, decided to help the children learn 
names of animals and their babies such 
as pig and piglet, sheep and lamb. She 
did this by making her box look like a 
stable and made little felt animals which 
were then sewn onto lollypop sticks. 
Later in the term the class will take their 
boxes to show the children in a local 
primary school. Teacher, Mrs Larham 
said “they all really enjoyed the project 
and I hope it all goes well at the primary 
school.”

India Walton-Salmon  

Inspire,  
Motivate, Fulfil.

MARCH
Ski trip to France,  

Al d’huez  
25 March 2016 

Students at the top of the Wind turbine at the Great 
Britain Eco Centre, Swaffham in Norfolk

Pictured are some of the Educational 
Games made by Child Development 
students. 



Norman

Strive,  
Care, Create.

On Friday the 12th of February our year 10-13’s began 
their journey to France, leaving the school at 6:45am. The 
journey consisted of sleeping, eating and the students 
torturing the teachers with High School Musical 3 and 
singing the songs.

After a long drive and some corny jokes from our coach 
driver Mark, we arrived at Dover and we were all ready to 
get onto the ferry. Boarding the ferry, you could see on the 
faces of the students and also the teachers that they were 
excited for the weekend ahead. 

As soon as we arrived at Calais port everyone was shocked 
by the sight of ‘the jungle’ where over 3000 immigrants stay 
with the dream of making it across to the United Kingdom. 
The drive towards Paris was ahead, and everyone was 
beginning to get tired after the long drive. 

Once we reached Paris, everyone’s eyes filled with 
excitement. Having the experience of seeing the Paris 
night life at its best, driving past the Arc de Triomphe, the 
Eiffel tower and many more French attractions, was truly 
magical.

The next days were filled with galleries, markets, food and 
sightseeing.

Monday was our journey home, stopping off at a small 
village where Van Gogh lived, worked and died.

The highlight of the trip for me was the Pompidou Modern 
Art Gallery, the art work and the displays were inspiring.

Stevi Haines

Last term the whole school 
participated in our first Pledge 
Day, where we worked towards 
certain levels and types of 
Pledges.  Well what are Pledges?  

Pledges are awards that 
you can achieve for doing 
certain activities, tasks and 
achievements.  Pledge day 
helps you work together to 
achieve them.  The different 
levels of Pledge are Bronze, 
Silver and Gold.  There are also 
different Pledge categories.  
Norman House took the lead on 
Diversity. 

Pledges help people recognise 
and learn the skills needed 
outside of the daily lessons, like 
helping others, community and 
presentation skills, skills that 
you need in later life.  It can also 
help when applying for college, 
university and jobs because it 

will show experiences you’ve 
had outside the class room.  
Employers are now looking 
for these skills and so Pledge 
days are really important for 
everyone.

So each house had a different 
Pledge and we had the Diversity 
Pledge, which was about how 
we can celebrate that we are all 
different and unique, learning 
about different cultures, 
challenges and life styles.

Other houses went on 
work experience trips and 
expeditions, we stayed in school 
with a packed day of activity.

In the morning we arrived to 
a very quiet school. We went 
to form, where we would be 
spending all day together. This 
really helped with people getting 
to know each other better as 

well as our form tutor. We don’t 
really get long periods of time 
together so this opportunity was 
really good. 

Various visitors came in to do 
presentations, I attended the one 
about the Islamic Community. 
We were able to ask questions 
and he was really happy to 
answer them and explain things.  
I felt I now know more about 
their beliefs and it was really 
interesting.  As a form we then 
had to create a presentation on 
what we had learnt. We did it in 
the style of a news report and 
our Senior Tutor came round 
and watched it.

The second half of the day each 
tutor group was given a country 
to learn about.  We had France. 
We got to bring in French food 
and try it and learn about France 
too. 

We then had to learn and 
practice our country’s dance, 
the Can-Can.  As a form we had 
some great dancers and we had 
to come up with a routine that 
showed steps from the Can-Can.  
There was then a dance battle 
between the forms.  It was really 
impressive seeing how creative 
the other forms had been, but 
also how different cultures have 
their own individual style of 
dancing and performing.

Sadly my form didn’t win. We 
did a great job but other forms 
were phenomenal too! A lot of 
time went into creating this day.  
I think we should keep having 
these pledge days because they 
are not only a great educational 
experience but a way to learn 
and have fun as a house.

Nula Millard

Art Trip to France

Pledge day 
Extravaganza!

Norman House Challenged!
In the previous House Challenge, we 
had to come up with an innovative 
piece of technology.  Well since Norman 
has the science block we do have lots of 
science brain power to help!

Across Norman forms we had great 
ideas, all of which were innovative, 

inspired and ingenious.  One particular 
idea from Billy Gray, a space suit that 
could repair itself if torn. INSPIRED!

The Norman entry to be pitched was 
from N-NH their idea was an inflatable 
flood defence.

This Challenge has given Norman 

House a big confidence boost, with all 
years now excited to try to be the best 
when they take their ideas to a ‘Dragons 
Den’ type panel.

Come on Norman – Let’s win the House 
Challenge!

Billy Whitmore

Stained Glass 
Window
Mr Hughes is the Senior Tutor 
for the Norman House and also 
an Art teacher.  He brought 
together a team of students 
who have created a stunning 
stain glass window that now is 

proudly displayed above the 
Norman House office door 
overlooking our new fish tank.

But why did they create it?  Well 
I interviewed Mr Hughes and he 
told me; “It is a great idea to have 
something created that would be 
a symbol of our house.  It makes 
references to the history of the 

Normans and also showcases the 
artistic talent we have in Norman. 
It’s been a lot of hard work and 

effort but it now has pride of 
place above the house door.”

Nula Millard



Oak

Mature,  
Persist, Excel.

UCAS into 2016
Over the last few months, many Year 13s have 
been busy with UCAS, writing personal statements 
and attending university open days, in order to 
determine their future career and education. After 
polishing off those personal statements and making 
the tough choice of which universities to apply to, 
students set about filling in and perfecting their 
applications. UCAS applications were sent off in 
December/early January and since then offers have 
been flooding in, with many students receiving 
offers from all of their choices within a matter of 
weeks. Year 13 students are now facing the tough 
task of selecting their firm and insurance choices. 

One fantastic example of student success is Joshua 
Tustanowski. Josh has always been an exceptional 
student at the Academy and has received a 
conditional offer from the University of Cambridge. 
Congratulations to Josh for this amazing 
achievement. The whole of the sixth form team 
have also been behind students, showing their full 
support and providing lots of useful advice and 
guidance to ensure students make good decisions. 

History GCSE trip to Auschwitz
On Friday 18th March 45 GCSE historians and 5 members of staff will spend 3 days 
in Poland learning more about the Holocaust. The trip will include:

• A walking tour of Krakow

• A visit to Galicia Jewish Museum

• A tour of Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp

• A meeting with a concentration camp survivor (or relative)

This will enhance the 
understanding of 
this period of history 
for students as we 
have studied it in 
our GCSE lessons 
and has proven in 
the past to be an 
extremely moving 
and memorable 
experience. There 
is a growing buzz of 
anticipation growing 
in the Academy as the 
trip gets closer!

Walking Theatre
Through a unique blend of film, directly interacting with live theatre, ‘Wasted’ is a powerful 
and ground-breaking drama which explores the issue of drug driving within modern youth 
culture

 ‘Wasted’ seeks to educate and inform its audience that driving under the influence of drugs 
is highly dangerous and costs lives. Wasted portrays how drugs can have a dramatic effect 
on driving ability, with after-effects lasting for many hours, sometimes even days.

Finley Adamson writes:

“The Walking Theatre “Wasted” production was a new learning experience which captivated the 
audience. Their approach of acting in conjunction with using recorded video worked very well and had everyone engaged with the 
overall message; don’t drive under the influence of drugs. Year 12s found the production to be entertaining, educational and inspiring.”

Art award
Well done to year 13 student, 
Beth Miller who won the ‘Best in 
Show’ award for her portrait in the 
Cambridgeshire Area Youth Art 
Competition at a presentation at 
Swavesey Village School on Saturday 
28th November. Beth is pictured with 
her award.

Esther Marjot and Liam Littlefair Esther Marjot and Liam Littlefair

MOCKS - the 
pressure is on
This half term the pressure has 
been on for sixth formers at the 
Academy. We’re half way through 
the year with final exams fast 
approaching. Mock exams are 
a useful indicator, and help to 
highlight and aid improvement of 
knowledge to ensure students are 
well prepared by May/June.

After several weeks of revision 
and stressing, mocks at the 
Academy took place on the 26th 
and 27th January, providing a 
taste of what it will be like later in 
the year. 

Results were published on 10th 
February. Many students were 
pleased with their results and 
feel less stressed about their final 
exams. 


