
Principal’s News 
How quickly the year has fl own and as we 
approach the summer holidays it is time to 
refl ect upon what has been achieved.  The 
fi rst major milestone for the Academy was 
moving out of Special Measures at the end 
of the Autumn term, ensuring that staff  had 
a well-deserved and rewarding Christmas 
break.  The Ofsted report, published in 
January 2016, recognised the hard work of 
all the staff  and students at the Academy, 
praised the support of the Trust and 
acknowledged that the school is again serving 
the local community well.

Since then we have continued to focus our 
work on improving teaching and learning; 
and through increased use of social media 
we have shared the work of the Academy 
in an open and engaging way. We have 

ensured that students are rewarded and 
celebrated for their eff orts as we strive for 
higher standards to be attained by all those 
who attend the school.  We are predicting 
some good results in the summer and these 
are only achieved through a team eff ort, 
so I thank you for your continued support 
throughout the year.

Our rewards and Pledge systems are having a 
notably positive impact on student enjoyment 
of school life, with many students achieving 
their pledge and credit certifi cates and 
badges. Student Leaders - from the Head Boy 
and Girl, House Captains, Sports Leaders to 
yr7 Student Ambassadors - have all served 
the Academy well during the course of the 
year and I thank them for their hard work and 
commitment to their roles.

SUMMER 2016

Sarah Wilson - Principal

Promote your business or wish 
someone a happy birthday on 
Sawtry Village Academy’s newsletter.
Contact: tmilne@sawtryva.org 

Year 8 County 
Cup and District 
Cup Winners
Year 8 boys completed the double, winning 
both the County fi nal and district fi nal. 

The county fi nal fi nished 8-3 against 
Swavesey Village College. An excellent 
performance meant the team became 
winners of the biggest football 
competition in Cambridgeshire. They 
battled hard from 2-1 down to pull it 
back to a comfortable victory. 

In the District fi nal, Sawtry beat St Ivo 
2-0 in diffi  cult weather conditions to 
complete an excellent season that also 
saw the team reach the 6th round of 
the national cup.

Year 8 District Hockey Champions
On Wednesday 20th April, the Year 8 
Hockey team ventured to Longsands 
Academy for the District Championship.  
The event had been cancelled in December 
due to stormy weather so it was fantastic 
that there was a spare date on the fi xture 
calendar for the girls to pick up their hockey 
sticks having worked so hard in the autumn 
term.  The girls knew that the afternoon 
would be long and strenuous with 6 
matches to play, all lasting 20 minutes.  
Good teamwork and camaraderie ensured 
that rotations on/off  the pitch allowed 
everyone to contribute to all the matches 
and energy was utilised in the best way.  

The girls played fantastically well, scoring 
goals in every game and holding our main 

rivals to a score draw.  At the end of the 
day, the girls had won all but one of their 
matches, only let in 1 goal and scored 
more goals than any other team in the 
District.  This gave them the worthy title of 
‘YEAR 8 DISTRICT HOCKEY CHAMPIONS’, 
which was fully deserved. Congratulations!

Art Exhibition 
The Sawtry Village Academy Art Exhibition 
is on Wednesday 29th June this year, and 
is open to all members of the school and 
public. Many GCSE and A Level students 
have worked all year on their work, which is 
now on display in the school. The standard 
of work this year is incredibly high, with many 
drawings and paintings to be seen. Student’s 
work is in the Hall and Refectory, and can 
be viewed by the public from 17:00-19:30. 
The pictures in this article show some of the 
A and AS Level work in the in the exhibition, 
including portraits and life drawings. There 
is a great variety of artwork, from portraits to 
landscapes, and oil paintings to drawings, and 
the students’ hard work has really paid off .

Norman

Strive, 
Care, Create.

Science Week 

From 6th-17th June SVA took part in Science Week which 
celebrates science, technology, engineering and maths.  
Nationally, students from all year groups are encouraged to join 
in to complete fun and more creative activities. Here at SVA, 
all of Year 7 completed three activities. Usually in Science, we 
have regular lessons with written work and we do “practicals” 
or experiments every once in a while so it was quite diff erent to 
have a whole week just completing more “hands-on” activities.

The fi rst activity we did might have seemed simple but it was 
quite diffi  cult to master.  We had 30 minutes to build pyramids 
out of cardboard with no stencils and we were marked on 

how strong, wind-resistant and tall it was plus how it looked in 
general.  We split up the roles; two team members calculated 
and cut out the size of the pyramid, the other two collected 
the resources necessary. We put pebbles in the bottom of the 
pyramid so it wouldn’t be blown down by the wind. Our group 
was called “PG Pyramids” so when we taped the whole piece 
together, we stuck on the PG Tips logo and their trademark 
monkey making it a winning design!

The next challenge was defi nitely a more gruesome one! We 
had to put mealworms into a clear case and then add tissues 
and water to it to see what the mealworms would do. To get 
the clearest view, you had to look closely though a microscope 
which my classmates found interesting, useful and a little 
gruesome too!

Finally, the last activity was my favourite! We had to use chemicals 
and some washing up liquid to make a mixture that we could use 
to blow bubbles with.  We created a cube structure using straws 
and plasticine to hold the corners together. We learnt that you 
can make any shaped bubble you liked. We had a contest to see 
who could blow the biggest single bubble and learnt that it was 
better to blow gently, one person at a time, so it would get to a 
big size but not pop so easily.

In conclusion I believe it was a fun, diff erent and enjoyable 
experience because we were learning new things in a slightly 
more creative environment.  I would recommend taking part 
in the Science Week to a school that doesn’t already as it is a 
diff erent approach to an educational lesson. I can’t wait until 
next year!

By Nula Millard, 7N-AG

Oak

Mature, 
Persist, Excel.

Sixth Form Senior students
It has been a pleasure this term to successfully fi ll all the 
senior student roles in the sixth form. Many sixth formers put 
themselves forward for the posts of Head Boy/ Girl, Senior 
Sixth Former Leaders and Student Subject Ambassadors. 
The senior student team take on specifi c responsibilities and 
we have high expectations of them. General roles include 
attending the Sixth Form Open Evening, Presentation Evening 
and Induction Days as a representative of the school and sixth 
form. They are role models for the younger years and it has 
been great that so many students have wanted to take on 
such a position. 

We are very much looking forward to working with the 
students over the coming year and would like to say thank 
you and farewell to the outgoing team.

Yr13 fi nal assembly
On Friday 27th May 2016, we said a fond farewell to our 
Year 13 students at a Final Assembly, ahead of their exams. 
Students arrived to at Sixth Form Café for a buff et lunch of 
celebration food at midday.  All were smartly dressed and 
arrived in good spirit.

Following a personal message from Mrs Wilson, Principal, Aaron 
Parak (Head Boy) and Hollie Johnson (Head Girl) opened the 
event by thanking staff  and fellow students for their support 
over the past seven years at Sawtry Village Academy. Alex Pirie 
and Ellis Howe were our hosts and entertained us through the 
afternoon. Adam Mulley produced a superb video collection of 
past and current photos which included every year 13 student. 
Rhys Williams supported us with his excellent technical skills, 
allowing the afternoon to run smoothly. 

Following a vote, students presented light-hearted awards to 
each other. Teacher subject awards were then presented to a 
selection of students.

To conclude, each student was handed a little bag, containing 
a selection of items, to remind them of “good times” at Sawtry 

Village Academy and to wish them all the very best for a 
successful future. These were personalised by the Sixth Form 
and Senior Management Teams.

The afternoon was outstanding and concluded with sounds of 
laughter and cheers at 3pm.

Sociology
Year 13 Sociology, despite all the hard working attitudes which we possess, has 
been a surprisingly enjoyable experience. In the Global Development chapter 
of our course, intriguing topics of aid, trade, gender diff erences, culture and the 
history of exploitation have been discussed, assisted by the wonderful teaching 
assistance of Steve Bassett on YouTube (defi nitely not the UFO investigator). 
Some of the most interesting topics on this half of our A Level have been the 
impacts of globalisation and how the increasing interconnectedness of nations 
worldwide has had incredibly powerful impacts on culture, global economies, 
the livelihoods of those less fortunate than us and of course the environment. 

This year has been another great experience. Sociology at A Level has continued to fuel my 
curiosity for knowledge about the bigger picture; of our society and diff erent societies globally. The 
theoretical insights into big topics such as the economic stability of international relations have 
allowed me to take a step back and recognise interesting patterns in our larger societies. Learning 
about the diff erences in developing/developed countries, their cultures, and the daily lives of those 
at the top and bottom of social hierarchies has really allowed me, and hopefully others, to engage in 
international aff airs and has encouraged me to always be on the hunt for more knowledge. 

Debates are often encouraged, as they allow students to express their own ideas and to test one 
another on their knowledge. Whether that may be about current events in the news or debates from 
diff erent theoretical perspectives, new ideas are encouraged to be explored which has personally 
helped in my confi dence of my knowledge and I’m sure has had the same eff ect on others. 

A huge thank you deserves to be awarded to Mrs Sharp for always keeping us in check, and 
encouraging us to always push ourselves. This last year has been more interesting and testing 
than any other, in the best way. 

Monique Grimwade

Olivia Sykes’s trip to ITV studios
I have had anxiety problems about storms and rough weather for 
many years.

During my half term holiday I visited the ITV Good Morning Britain 
Television Studios in London. After my Mum and I slept over in a hotel 
we woke up nice and early (6:00am in fact), to get ready to be picked 
up in a taxi. As we were driven to the ITV studios all the nerves and 
excitement bubbled up inside me, but they were calmed back down as 
we were met by Laura Tobin (Good Morning Britain’s weather girl)!!! 

What surprised me the most was how natural everybody was and 
how everyone was casually friendly. Laura was REALLY nice and 
once I had settled down I was my normal ‘chatty’ self and enjoyed 
every second. She taught me loads about forecasting the weather 
and I even got to present it with my name on the screen. I was able 
to experience being in the control room and even look at all Laura’s 
clothes in her wardrobe!

While I was there she gave me a tour of ‘behind the scenes’ and I saw 
Richard Arnold, and he was buying a rubber champagne bottle and 
handbag toys for his cockapoo dog :-). 

Also during my visit I saw Charlotte Hawkins and Sean Fletcher. Also Fiona Bruce having her 
make-up applied.

I proved to myself that my anxiety won’t hold me back and even though the weather was very 
bad I can cope well now. This whole experience was a real boost of confi dence and I will always 
remember it.   

Next year we plan to raise the bar in terms 
of fund raising for the Academy and we 
have set our sights on generating income 
to support the development of student 
outdoor areas and the purchase of 
learning resources for classrooms.  More 
details to follow, but exciting times ahead!

Business Subject 
Ambassador:
A Student Perspective
“I feel honoured to have been 
appointed as Subject Ambassador for 
Business.  Ever since GCSE when my 
passion fi rst became evident, I feel 
the lessons have been thoroughly 
enjoyable and engaging.  The teachers 
have provided me with optimum 
support and taught me valuable skills 
in diff erent business environments.
As Business Subject Ambassador I 
hope to share my dedication and 
commitment to Business to fellow 
students and be willing to off er 
support and guidance.  
Studying Business has given me the 
opportunities to take part in projects 
that enhance my understanding and 
has allowed me to develop not only as a 
Business student but also as a person.”

Sophie Godward



Ermine Archers

Life Outside of 
School by Emma 
Hunt, Ermine 
House Captain 
Lauren Dobbs and 
I have recently 
experienced 
some exciting 
opportunities as 
football referees.  
On Friday 13th 
May, we were 
asked to referee 
an Under 12 
Peterborough 
United game at 
London Road Stadium.   
It was a breath-taking event and there 
was a great atmosphere.  We both 
refereed and ran the line for half of 
the game each.  We were joined by our 
Mentor who has taught us a lot in our 
first year as referees.  We also got to go 
in to the Official’s changing room and 
do the professional walk out from the 
tunnel, leading the players onto the pitch.  
It was a great moment that we both 
enjoyed so much and we hope more 
opportunities come up in the future. 

Sports Relief 
I am proud of the involvement and fundraising 
of our Ermine Students.  The day was a great 
success with many students completing their 
mile in many different ways.  We had walkers, 
swimmers, runners and a strange looking 
creature who did all three.  Thank you for all 
your contributions to this great day.  Mr Mace.  
Look at what they made me wear!!!

Star Teacher of the Month 
This article is dedicated to Mrs McCulloch for her commitment 
to the school production of We Will Rock You.  Mrs McCulloch 
has gone the extra mile by designing and making most of the 
costumes for the musical.  She believes it is important to support the student’s efforts and 
encourages everyone to watch this show.  (We hope to see lots of you there, it will be a 
wonderful evening!).  She has always had an interest in music and design and has completed 
many projects like this before in previous jobs.  Not only has she taken her spare time to 
complete this large task but she is also reported to be a stimulating teacher by many pupils.  
She is said to make all of her lessons appealing and extraordinary for students of all ages.  For 
all these reasons we are thankful for your hard work and for going above and beyond.  If you 
think any particular teacher in Ermine has done something amazing please get in touch with 
any of the Magazine Team and we will let it be known.

By Abigail Dalby, Ermine Vice Captain

Matt Newson (A-MH) Matt 
is one of 10 boys and 10 girls 
to be chosen by the Amateur 
Swimming Association to go 
to Rio de Janeiro in August 
to experience the Olympic 
Games as he has been 
identified as being a swimmer 
who has the potential to get 
to the Olympics in Tokyo in 
2020. Fantastic opportunity 
Matt, keep working hard to 
achieve your dream!

Sophie Gray (A-CD) Destiny Africa is the choir from Kampala 
Children’s Centre, Uganda. Through music, dance and art the 
Choir perform to audiences across the world sharing their story 
of hope and changed lives.

In Mid-April Sophie Gray and her family hosted some of the 
children from the choir while they did performances in local 
schools. As part of our 6th former’s work for charity this year, 
they are raising money for this orphanage and the choir will be 
performing at our school on 20th July.

http://www.destinyafrica.org/

During Half Term James (A-NR) and Michael (A-MH) Arnold spent 
two days completing a Youth First Aid course run by St John’s 
Ambulance as part of their Air Cadet training. 

Willow Carpenter (A-AJ) During May Bank Holiday weekend, 
Willow took part in the National Horseboarding Championships at 
Burghley House. Horseboarding is a sport which involves a horse 
and rider pulling a person behind them on a skateboard. Willow 
did brilliantly well and came second in the Novice category!

http://www.horseboardinguk.org/competitions-and-events/2016-
season

Evie Driscoll-King (A-ROP) Evie plays football for Yaxley Ladies 
and on 19th June played in a tournament in Leicester which saw 
her team get to the Semi-Finals. 

Evie has done really well with her football and has been chosen 
to play for Posh Ladies next season!

The weekend of 25/26th June sees Sawtry VA students 
embarking on their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award expedition 
in the Derbyshire Dales.  They will have to walk for 6 hours on 
the Saturday then pitch camp and cook themselves a two course 
dinner followed by another 6 hour walk after cooking themselves 
breakfast on the Sunday.  The students have had to plan their 
routes themselves as well as showing their menu plans for their 
meals for the two days.  They will be walking in groups and have 
also had to organise how to share their kit between themselves 
so that the weight they are carrying is correct for each person.  
Students from Archer’s House who are taking part are Josh 
Armstrong (A-MH), Ben Clifton-Attfield (A-GM), Sophie Gray (A-
CD), Peter Rosbrook (A-GM), Matthew Villier (A-HSC) and Amber 

Van Sittert (A-ROP).  We wish them all good luck and hope that 
the weather is kind to them! 

Any current Year 9’s who may wish to do their DofE Bronze 
Award next year can ask for information from Mr Bridgeman or 
Mrs Saunders.

Lucy Johnson (A-HSC) Lucy is involved in Sawtry VA’s production 
of We Will Rock You. Here she tells us all about it. 

“Students in years 7 to 11 are putting together the show We Will 
Rock You, alongside the help of staff members.  The students 
have been rehearsing at break, lunch and after school.  The 
show includes a number of songs and dances as well as 
audience participation.  Behind the scenes we have hair, make 
up, wardrobe, acting and vocal support.  All students have learnt 
their lines and are ready to take the stage.  Show dates are 
4/6/7th July 2016.

Morgan Mhambi (A-AJ) In June Morgan and his family went to 
Africa to take supplies out to a school. Here is his account of his 
time there.

Africa
On the Monday we went to see my Nan for the first time and it 
was a great experience. When we first drove up to the house my 
Nan looked into the car to see my Dad and she started running 
up and down the front of the house. She then saw my Mum and 
got even more exited. Then when we got all got out of the car my 
Nan did not know what to do with herself, she ran up to me and 
hugged me then picked up my sister, then my Mum, then back to 
me and kept repeating.   

On the first Tuesday in Africa we made our way to the school 
to meet some of the children and tell the head teacher that we 
have raised 1.7 million kwacha for the school which is £1700. 
After talking to the head teacher we left the office to be greeted 
with loads of the children singing to welcome us to the school. 

When we went to the school for the second time to give out the 
books all the students put on an assembly for us to say thank 
you for what we did. We then went round the classrooms to give 
out books, pens and pencils. When we gave out all the books, 
pens and pencils the children were so grateful for everything. 
Every time we gave something out the children would almost 
bow to receive it.  

We bought: 8000 books and I don’t know the exact amount of 
pens and pencils. Also we paid off most of the debt the school 
was in.

The reason the school was in debt was because they had 
purchased a photo copying machine/ printer for leaflets. In total 
it cost 1.5 million and the school had paid off 500,000 kwacha 
since January 2015. So after we bought all the books, pens and 
pencils we had enough to pay off 981,000 kwacha. This left the 
school with 57,000 kwacha left to pay off. After we paid off the 
debt we went to see the head teacher one last time. When we 
walked in the office the head teacher was on her knees crying 
and thanking us for what we had done.

 The Tutor groups in Archer’s House held penny wars and 
managed to raise £127 which was added to the money that 
Morgan and his family had raised.

Music Department 
On 6th June the school’s cast of “We Will Rock You” had the 
opportunity to watch In the Heights at London’s very stylish 
Kings Cross Theatre.   Just entering the hidden periodic bar, 
there was a rupture of excitement from the pupils.  The 
musical did not disappoint!  The electrifying musical, based in a 

Dominican – American neighbourhood of Washington Heights 
in NYC, captivated every teacher and pupil alike.  It is safe to say 
that there were a few tears in the audience at certain scenes.  
It was noted to have been a memorable evening, especially for 
the Year 11’s as it was their last trip before leaving Sawtry.  This 
inspiring production was a treat for all the hardworking pupils 
and teachers of the school’s Music Department which allowed 
them to observe professionals demonstrating what they 
should do at the beginning of July.  In addition, the musical had 
an important message lingering throughout, to fight for your 
dreams and never lose hope in them!

Thank you to Ms Chilvers for this wonderful opportunity from 
everyone on the trip.

By Abigail Dalby, Ermine Vice Captain

Withstand, 
Venture, Persist.

Dream,  
Believe, Achieve.

Saints

Climbing High at Caythorpe
On 29 April, 118 Year 9 students went on a four day trip to 
(PGL) Caythorpe, Lincolnshire where they learnt new skills 
in communication, leadership and team building. This was 
through a variety of activities some of which involved climbing 
to great heights including the Vertical Challenge, Trapeze, 
Climbing Wall, Jacobs Ladder as well as Kayaking, Archery and 
Rifle Shooting. Damien Bennett said “The site as a whole is in 
an attractive, peaceful setting and the accommodation a good 
size especially for a group of teens. The food was tasty, but 
in my opinion it wasn’t like “Jamie Oliver’s 30 minute meals”. I 
really enjoyed the climbing challenges which helped many of 
us overcome our fear of heights.”

Damien Bennet

Ski Trip Alpe 
D’Huez, France
On Friday the 25th March, 53 students 
(including 35 beginners) and 6 
teachers departed the Academy on 
a lovely sunny day for Alpe D’Huez in 
France. After 16 hours they arrived 
in Porchery, a tiny village, around 
2km from Vaujany. Mr Yeomans said, 
“Seeing so many students enter the 
cable car and travelling 1600m up the 
side of the mountain, was incredible. 
The views never fail to amaze me, they 
are simply breath taking.” All students 
skied over to Alpe D’Huez on the other 
side of the mountain which was a big 
accomplishment. Mr Yeomans and all 
the students and teachers on the trip 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

Mr Yeomans shared his overall view 
on the trip, saying; “I could speak all 
day about the benefits of a ski trip for 
students, including learning a new skill 
outside their comfort zone, teamwork, 
appreciation of other environments and 
cultures, they really do have everything. 
All in all it was an amazing trip that 
created so many happy memories for 
students and teachers alike. 

Victoria Boyle (Vice Captain)

Introducing our new House 
Captains and Vice Captains 
This term saw new House Captains and Vice Captains appointed 
to Saints. Year 10 student Anna Mitchell said, “I was delighted to 
be selected as one of the Saints House Captains. I firmly believe 
that this role will encourage me to improve my confidence and 
ability to help others gain theirs. Through a stronger involvement 
with the leadership team at school, students’ voices and opinions 
will be heard.” Speaking about Victoria Boyle, newly appointed 
Vice Captain, Anna said “Victoria takes great care in her role as she 
continuously shows initiative in all tasks asked of her.”

New House Captain John Moody said, “I have achieved all of my 
Bronze Pledges and am currently working towards my Silver Credits award. I would personally 
describe myself as fun, confident yet maybe slightly clumsy! Being a House Captain is a great 
privilege for me and I know that if anyone has any questions, I, and my fellow Captains will be 
happy to help anyone. Speaking about new Vice Captain Morgan Davis he said, ” Morgan is 
important to me and the Saints House as he is always willing to take on extra responsibilities and 
jobs. He fills in for me when I’m not available and is indispensable.”

Anna Mitchell and John Moody (House Captains) 

Inspire,  
Motivate, Fulfil. Pictured from left to right 

Anna Mitchell (House Captain), 
Victoria Boyle (Vice Captain), 
John Moody (House Captain), 
Morgan Davis (Vice Captain) 

The Vertical Climb 

Students and Teachers on the Ski Trip 
to France   

Geography out in the Field 
Over the past year, there have been multiple Geography field trips. The GCSE students 
went to Hunstanton to collect data and Year 7’s visited Ramsay to investigate the growing 
population and how the town meets the need of its inhabitants. Year 12’s travelled to Wales 
and Year 13’s were closer to home in Woodwalton investigating ecosystems. Mr Pink said 

“Students have the opportunity 
to go on a variety of field trips 
as it allows them to grasp an 
understanding of what it feels like 
to be a Geographer and equips 
them with the skills needed.

Morgan Davis  
(Vice Captain)  

Year 12 Geography Field Trip to Wales

Blue Peter Badge Surprise 
OnYear 7 student Gabrielle Brindle-Smith was proud to let us know 
that she has achieved not one but two Blue Peter badges. For the 
first one she wrote a letter describing what she liked about the 
show and for the second she sent in a photograph of her drawings 
of the Blue Peter logo with her badge. Gabrielle said”I was so 
surprised to receive my second badge as I didn’t expect it at all”.

India Walton-Salmon 

Gabrielle wearing her 
Blue Peter Badges  

Other Exciting 
Activities Outside 
of School
Elodie Woods and Willow Carpenter 
came 2nd in the UK Horse Boarding 
competition over the Half Term.  It 
is always amazing to find out more 
about the talents of our students and 
to see them excelling.

Honor C wants to 
work with animals 
and has completed 
many experiences 
at Colchester 
Zoo.  This time 
Honor got to pick 
an animal and 
chose an Orang-
utan.  Honor 
administered his medicine and 
completed his daily checks and 
created his enrichment activities.


