
Principal’s 
news
Exciting developments 
at the Academy continue 
as the new school year 
commences

In September we 
welcomed our new year 7 students 
who have settled quickly into school life 
with many already involved in roles to 
support the work for future intake years. 
Some of this work was seen during the 
Open Evening in October, when many of 
them acted as guides. The Open Evening 
was a great success and we are set to 
continue healthy student recruitment for 
September 2016.

The Sixth Form returned to enhanced 
facilities following signifi cant 
refurbishment to their study and leisure 
areas having taken place over the 
summer holidays. The coff ee shop and 
cafe garden, in particular, have been 
a resounding success and excellent 
additional facilities for the Academy as 
a whole. We are currently looking to 
develop our sixth form provision for 
September 2016 so please encourage 
your children to keep up to date with new 
course off ers at the Academy.

Our partnership works goes from strength 
to strength:

• Our new catering contractors, 
Pabulum, have provided a facelift to 
our already successful provision by 
ensuring new Food Standards are 
followed carefully and good value 

for money meals are provided daily. 
Further details can be found on our 
website.

• We have agreed new levels of service 
with One Leisure; meaning greater 
access to specialist equipment 
and facilities to support our 
sports curriculum and developing 
community programme.

• We have established on site 
Alternative Educational Provision, The 
Willow, is proving to be a great asset 
in terms of providing more specialist 
and small class teaching to groups of 
our students. 

• Our work with CMAT, our Academy 
Trust, continues to benefi t staff  and 
students as new networks have been 
established to ensure development 
of teaching and learning for all. This 
includes regular training for staff  and 
shared learning opportunities for 
students. 

• Our Friends of the Academy, parent 
and community group continues to 
work hard; this year we will focus on 
fundraising to support the purchase 
of equipment that will benefi t 
students. Any involvement you can 
off er to support them in their work is 
appreciated.

• We launched our Leisure Learning 
programme in November and aim 
to extend and develop this over the 
course of the year. Further details are 
on our website so please do take a 
look and get involved.

As part of the site work conducted 
over the summer we established the 
administration offi  ces to support the 
new House structure. The House system 
is now fully operational and is already 
demonstrating excellent impact on the 

support available for student welfare 
and progress monitoring. A new system 
of rewards and celebrations is ensuring 
all student success is acknowledged 
regularly and publicly and as such there 
is a renewed sense of pride in personal 
achievement being evidenced across the 
school.

Pledge activities have been launched this 
term to ensure that our students are 
educated in the broadest sense and all 
of their wider skills are recognised and 
developed. There will be more news on 
this process over the course of the year.

It is a delight to refl ect upon the progress 
made in the last 12 months and I look 
forward to seeing the impact of new 
processes and initiatives which aim 
to enrich the whole education of our 
students.

AUTUMN 2015

England Captain 
Training Session
On Tuesday 10th November Charlotte 
Edwards, England Cricket Captain, led 
a training session for 18 Year 7 and 8 
students as part of the England Cricket 
Boards Chance2Shine strategy. Drills 
included fi elding, batting and bowling. The 
students were completely star struck and 
had admiration for everything Charlotte, a 
local girl, had achieved. The girls are now 
inspired to work hard and achieve.

On Thursday 19th November Olympic Gymnast Louis Smith M.B.E 
came to offi  cially open The Willow centre. The day of the opening 
was very busy but good fun. We had BBC news and ITV news arrive 
to interview staff  and students and they fi lmed students in lessons.

Students baked cakes with Mrs Weeks and set up all the 
refreshments for our guests with Mrs Betraoui. Our guests 
included Sawtry Parish Council, Trustees from CMAT and the 
school governors.

It was a fantastic day and Louis was great fun, he even let the 
students sit in his sports car!

Year 7 
Ambassadors
We are proud to announce that the 
following students were successfully 
chosen to be Year 7 Ambassadors:- 
Teagan Chamberlain, Kelly Goodwin, Amy 
Foster, Caitlin Baron and Tamsin Wallings.

General Sports
U13 District 7aside Football Champions. 
The girls displayed an amazing amount 
of team spirit and fi ght. Evie Driscoll-King 
performed brilliantly and was invited to 
join the County Football team.



Ermine
 It has been a very busy and exciting start to the Ermine academic year. We are very pleased 
with the attitude and commitment that our students are demonstrating towards their academic 
studies and the House activities. We have been able to celebrate the achievements of Ermine 
students during form time and in assemblies. We have had sporting success, recognition of 
academic excellence and perhaps most importantly, many students receiving ‘I’ve been great’ 
tokens for doing something worthy of extra praise whilst in school. Our current extra challenges 
have been learning to juggle and learning to knit! The end result of our knitting will be presented 
to a local pre-school as we are focussing our charity efforts on aiding the education of children. 
I hope you enjoy our news to date and I look forward to keeping you informed of our future 
activities.

Adam Mace – Senior Tutor, Ermine.

ICT and Computing Department
The Computing and ICT department are proud to be part of the Ermine family and we aim to develop our students into 
independent creator and users of modern technology. We want students to be able to choose an ICT solution to a problem or 
task, where appropriate, and be able to adapt their skills, knowledge and understanding to complete it.

All our teachers have their own unique skills, teaching styles and enthusiasm which they bring to their lessons. As with the 
nature of the subject we too are continually reviewing what we do and the technologies we use. We are all committed to working 
hard to maintain our excellent results and finding ways to improve in the future. 

In the last 5 years we have produced the best student in Microsoft Excel in the world (Yes, the world!) and the best student in 
Microsoft Word in the UK. 

Times Table RockStars
The maths department and Ermine have teamed up to create 
an Intrahouse competition. Students will be practising their 
times tables just like RockStars have to practise their guitar 
chords and drumming rifts. The winning tutor group will be 
celebrated with entry into the Hall of Fame and presented with 
their own Gold Record.

Music Department
Students in music lessons this term have already been ultra-
creative! Year 9 have been working on their own versions of the 
‘James Bond’ theme tune. Year 8 have been working on skills 
in ‘Rock n Roll’ music and year 7 are about to embark upon a 
Christmas Song writing competition.

Elsewhere in the department we are beginning to think about 
Christmas and start practicing for the Christmas variety show 
which again this year will include not only musical items but 
some dance numbers and drama. Students who wish to 
perform need to speak with Mr Beeston.

Dream,  
Believe, Achieve.

FEBRUARY 
Music trip to Paris



Archers
Exam success Summer 2015
A Level English results were ‘outstanding’ this summer in both A Level English Lit and A Level 
English Lang & Lit. We are proud to be one of the highest performing departments in the 
Academy again this year!

Very good results in MFL this year. All AS & A Level students meeting their target grades. The 
speaking tests were particularly good with students achieving A’s and B’s at AS & A Level. MFL 
were praised by the examiners on the standard of speech from the students!

GCSE results produces 83% French A*-C and 100% Spanish A*-C.

Media
The Media Studies Department were 
delighted to welcome Star Wars & Harry 
Potter star Warwick Davis into a Year 11 
lesson.
Warwick spoke to students for an hour about 
his experiences in the industry and answered 
questions from a lot of excited fans!
Year 11 are currently studying Action 
Adventure for their GCSE exam and Warwick 
has helped out the Academy for the past few 
years by visiting the department and sharing 
his knowledge with students. We are very 
thankful for his support.

Spanish Drama Club

Archers House 
Captains

Language Futures
Here in Languages we have just started an exciting new project with a group of 
Year 8 students called Languages Futures. Students have chosen a language 
they wish to study from a choice of Spanish, Arabic or German. They will spend 
one lesson a week exploring the language and culture that they have chosen 
whilst being supported by a mentor who is fluent in that language. The students 
are really enthusiastic about learning in a different style and having the freedom 
to develop their learning through a project of their choice. If you speak another 
language and would like to get involved, please let Miss Magilton know:  
gmagilton@sawtryva.org

Operation 
Christmas Child
Archer’s House are working hard to 
support this project which helps 3rd 
world children to enjoy Christmas. 
The project is run by a charity called 
Samaritan’s Purse and involves 
filling shoe boxes with suitable gifts 
for ages 2-4, 5-9 and 10-14. They 
are then sent off and distributed to 
those in need.

Student success!
Megan Blackman (A-8NR) has been selected to play Cricket for 
Huntingdonshire County.

Kayleigh John (A-9ES) has attained her Baden Powell award at Girl Guides.

Elizabeth Cornish (A-9ES) and Katie Wright (A-10IP) have worked hard in 
supporting library activities.

A massive achievement for Thomas 
Bromley (A-AJ), who ran the Perkins 
GER in memory of his Grandma 
Grace and raised £523.78 for the 
Motor Neurone Disease Association.

Withstand, 
Venture, Persist.

Charlotte 
Rowbottom

Ryan 
Corby

Connor 
Parnell

Sophie 
Gray



Saints
Here in Saints we’ve been living up to our 
motto ‘Inspire, Motivate and Fulfil’ here are 
some of the activities we’ve been involved 
in… 

It was a great start to the term as students 
in Saints were busy knitting as part of the 
Inter- House competition. They came up with 
the idea of ‘Tree Bombing’ the willow trees 
outside the House office and each form soon 
set about knitting 4 meters of bunting, which 
when joined together created an impressive 
piece of work. The task was completed 
during registration with many students also 
working on their contribution at home and 
during their free time. 
 

Geography at SVA eating 
cake and blowing things 
up 
Year 8’s had great fun with their learning during the first 
part of the term whilst studying tectonic processes and the 
hazards created by volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis. 
One of their homework tasks was to make a model of a 
volcano using any means of their choice. Several students 
made amazing cakes that looked and tasted good enough to 
eat (which many did afterwards) whilst some had expanding 
foam and even some eruptions too. Our photograph shows 
class 8R with some of their collection of master pieces.

Child Development
Students at SVA have the opportunity to study the Level 3 Child 
Development CACHE course which can create a pathway to careers 
such as Teaching, Midwifery, Children’s Nurse, Child Physiologist 

and many more.  Savannah 
Lunn, a current Year 12 6th 
form student who is studying 
the two year course said 
“When I leave SVA I want 
to become a professional 
Teacher and this course gives 
me all the qualifications I 
need. As part of the course we 
attend a Nursery/Preschool 
one day a week to gain first-
hand practical experience, 
knowledge and skills. After 
the two years I will be a 
qualified level 3 Early Years 
Practitioner”. 

Art Textiles 
A brilliant day out was experienced 
by Year 12 and 13 ‘A-level ’Art 
Textile students. On 8th October 
they travelled to Alexandra Palace 
in London for the annual Knitting 
and Stitching Show. Students had 
the opportunity to meet with textile 
artists from around the world which 
enabled them to pick up exciting 
ideas which in turn could be used in 
their own coursework designs. Our 
photo shows a few of the students 
taking a selfie with one of the show’s 
star attractions a knitted ‘Gigantic 
Pink Flamingo’.  

DECEMBER 2015 
Wednesday 16th 

Green Britain Eco 
Centre, Swaffham, 
Norfolk ( as part of 

Bronze Pledge) 

MARCH 2016 
Tuesday 1st - 

Friday 4th 
Geography Field Trip 

– Wales (studying 
Settlements and Rivers) 

Inspire,  
Motivate, Fulfil.

Students with their knitting for the Inter-House Challenge

Congratulations also go to the newly appointed 
House Captains Stuart Whaley and Sky Jay 
and Vice Captains James Walker and Catalina 
Wallington. 
 
Pictured from left to right Stuart Whaley, James 
Walker, Catalina Wallington, Sky Jay



Norman
House Facts
As our new House is called Norman I 
decided to find out a bit more about 
these Normans and gather some facts:
FACT- Normans came from France in 
1066
FACT – Normans built castles
FACT – The Bayeux Tapestry shows how 
they lived and what they wore 
FACT – Kenilworth Castle, built in 1120, is 
one of the best known Norman Castles
FACT – Norman Cross, which we are 
named, after was a Napoleonic Prisoner 
of war camp

Famous Normans 
Norman Cook – DJ and husband of Zoe 
Ball
Norman Wisdom – British Comic and 
Actor
Norman Borlaug – Scientist who lived until 
he was 95 and won the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1970

By Nula Millard 

Norman News Hounds
If you were born in the 1970’s or early 1980’s then 
you will remember Press gang! 
Well here is Norman House’s very own Press Gang

L-R Jordan Prentice (Journalist), Olivia Sykes 
(Photographer and Creative Editor), Nula Millard 
(Journalist) and Billy Whitmore (Journalist)
Maybe we will have a budding Piers Morgan or 
maybe a Julia Sawalha?

Non-Stop Normans go Crazy for Knitting
Norman House has been busy this half term completing the Knitting Challenge – it’s been one of the main focuses in tutor 
time throughout the last few weeks.

Each student was asked to create a 10cm by 10cm square of knitting. The chosen charity was animals and we had to 
link it with this. They might have made a small blanket or pillow, maybe even a little home. Furthermore, teamwork and 
perseverance was important because not many people knew how to knit at first, including me. Each form has been amazing at 
this challenge.

Firstly forms had to collect supplies to bring into school, knitting needles, wool and other materials to get started. Then 
beginners needed to learn how to knit using needles or their fingers. It was even a learning process for the tutors too as they 
had to balance the normal activities as well as this task. Within a few weeks everyone had been practising their techniques, 
some even managed to create beautiful pieces. Consequently the experts helped students who were struggling to improve 
their skills. From personal experience I know tutor groups were spending around 15 minutes each morning on the task.

This activity was a great way for the newly formed groups to socialise and get to know each other. It also created some 
knitting super stars and they won credits and student of the weeks for their efforts. 

The many skills we have learnt on the knitting journey has made us proud as well as united as a team. Our knitting will 
hopefully be donated to a charity for animals to improve their lives too. I think it’s been a worthwhile experience for the 
whole of the Academy.

Now our first challenge is over, let’s hope we are prepared for the next one. By Nula Millard

Norman Hearts Science
Norman House consists of both the Science and Art departments with the 
Norman House Hub located in the new Art/Science block.

This week Science started their Year 7 science club and it definitely started off 
VERY successfully!

Around 20 students came along after school for Session six to get ‘hands on’ 
with a dissection experiment. They were looking at the structure of the heart. 

The students reported it was really good fun but smelly and a bit disgusting!

Next, they will be making ‘Alien Blood’ so students need to be ready to get gooey!

The groups are led by Mr Radford & Miss Gray on Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30pm. 
Please see them for more information.

By Jordan Prentice

Strive,  
Care, Create.

FEBRUARY 
Art trip to Paris

MARCH 
Biology A Level Live

MARCH 
GCSE Science Live



Oak

October 2015, House Assembly Enrichment Talks
We have welcomed representatives from 
several organisations to our sixth form 
assemblies over the last half term. 

On Friday 2nd October, Mark from A Star 
Future came in to talk to sixth formers 
about the pros and cons of studying 
abroad. He outlined what diff erent 
countries have to off er and what can 
be gained by studying at a university 
outside the UK. It was a very interesting 
insight into an HE option that maybe 
a lot of students hadn’t considered 
previously.

On 9th October, Kate Hurley from 
Huntingdon Regional College spoke 
about apprenticeships to the sixth 
formers. We have a number of students 
who were interested in this option as 
opposed to going to university and 
they found the talk very informative. 
A number stayed behind after the 

presentation to discuss it further. 

Following on from this, Aimee Regan 
from 3aaa Apprenticeships gave a 
lunchtime talk to interested students. 
Aimee’s role involves supporting schools 
to develop pathways for young people 
interested in accessing apprenticeships 
as a progression option at the end 
of their study. 3aaa specialises in 
technology based apprenticeships, 
which includes; IT, Digital marketing, 
Business and Administration. So many 
students attended, we had to fi nd a 
larger room!

On the 16th October we welcomed 
a representative from the National 
Citizenship Service (NCS) spoke to the 
sixth formers about what they off er. 
See their website for details 
http://www.ncsyes.co.uk/

The SVA Communal Café 
The brand new café has inspired communication across sixth form life. It’s not 
only a chance to enjoy a morning coff ee or an afternoon tea, but also a fantastic 
opportunity to meet new people and share a laugh., The café has already shown 
how it can bring people together and create new friendships.

The café off ers a great selection of refreshments from a wide range of teas, 
coff ees and other hot drinks, to paninis, sandwiches, salads, fruit pots or 
muffi  ns. It also off ers a lunch time option, which changes daily, including a 
fantastic homemade Chilli Con Carne. The slick design leather seats with black 
tables and the outdoor seating area allows extra comfort whilst enjoying the 
café goods.

The café is a fantastic addition to the 6th form and fi ts in very well. It shows of 
the maturity of the 6th form students who are already treating it as a privilege and respecting it with care. 

Mature, 
Persist, Excel.

A new Head Boy and Head 
Girl have been elected after 
a vote involving the whole 
of the school community.

A hard fought campaign 
was run over the course of 
the week with candidates 
canvassing for votes across 
the school. Each candidate 
presented their ideas at 
assemblies throughout the 
course of last week to try 
and get as many votes as 
possible. 

At the end of the week votes were cast by a signifi cantly large proportion of staff  and 
students. Huge congratulations to Aaron Parak who was elected as Head Boy and to Hollie 
Johnson who was elected as Head Girl. Additionally, there are several sixth form students who 
have applied for the role of senior student, two students will be selected to represent each of 
the four houses, as soon as this is done the new team will set to work to fulfi l their election 
promises.

The sixth form team will help ensure that Sawtry Village Academy’s vision of inclusion is 
met. The team will ensure that each member of the student body has a voice and will be 
represented in an eff ective way. 

Well done and good luck in your new roles!

by Toby, year 13

JANUARY 2016 
Friday 22nd 

Careers talk

Friday 29th 
UCP and local opportunities

FEBRUARY 2016 
Friday 5th 

Leeds University talk about 
student life

Friday 5th - Saturday 6th  
Ypres Trip


