
Principal’s News 
In January we were visited by a 
representative of the Department for 
Education, who spent a day talking to staff  
and students.  His report stated that:

•  The leadership team have a very clear 
view of what needs to be done and 
well-organised plans are in place to 
achieve this; these focus on the right 
priority areas 

•  The academy is rightly pleased 
with achievement in the sixth form
in particular

•  The tour of the academy was a positive 
experience because pupils were seen to 
behave well in lessons and were focused 
and willing to learn.  He saw some lively 
teaching and relationships between 
teachers and pupils which were warm 
and respectful.  He saw some examples 
of helpful feedback and marking

•  The student panel were very positive and 
they answered questions with maturity, 
confi dence and honesty.  They said the 
quality of teaching is generally high and 
teachers are helpful, they are aware of 
their target grades in all subjects and 
what they need to do to reach them

•  Students stated it is fi ne to be clever (at 
SVA), with no stigma attached to working 
hard and achieving well.  They felt the 
academy has improved a great deal 
with the quality of teaching and pupils’ 
behaviour in lessons being good

The spring term is always a busy time as 
we approach key points in the school lives 
of many of our students.  Students in Yr.12 

and 13 have been 
working hard for their 
mock examinations 
and responding well to 
feedback and areas for 
improvement before 
the real examinations 
in the summer.  For 
those who have 
applied to University 
many have now received off ers for places for 
September 2017 and as such we wish them 
continued good luck with their studies to 
ensure their off ers become reality.

Students in Yr. 11 have been responding to 
their mock examination feedback as they 
embark on their fi nal few months of work 
and study for their summer examinations.  
Applications for post 16 places at SVA are 
now completed and we are pleased to see 
so many of our students choosing to remain 
with us into Yr.12.

This year we have implemented the Guided 
Pathways process for students in both Yr. 
8 and Yr. 9 as they will all commence their 
GCSEs in September 2017.  The process 
culminated with a full information and 
Careers Evening in February which was very 
well attended by students, parents and 
35 diff erent organizations who provided 
impartial careers, advice and guidance to 
students from Yr. 8 upwards.

We are very active on Facebook and Twitter, 
so for the most up to date news please fi nd 
us at

www.facebook.com/sawtryva.org

https://twitter.com/sawtryva
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Strive, 
Care, Create.

Mature, 
Persist, Excel.

Amazing, great 
and special
‘Amazing, great & special’; this is how we 
feel about being student Ambassadors.  
The Careers Event was so very diff erent 
compared to the Yr6 Open Evening.  Due 
to the number of us taking part there 
was greater involvement during this 
event & we were kept very busy helping 
with refreshments and other jobs for 
the exhibitors.  The exhibitors were very 
happy to let us know what they wanted!

Being an Ambassador makes us feel 
special and involved in a one of a kind 
opportunity.  We know that we are 
showing just how great it is to be a Year 7 
student at Sawtry Village Academy.

Matilda McEwan (7E-NM) & Jessica 
Sheridan (7S-DL)

Forward 
planning
I thought that I wouldn’t have enough 
time to plan for my future, yet I was 
slightly wrong because I was given the 
opportunity to see what options there 
were somewhat earlier than most 
other students.  This was down to 
volunteering a few hours of my time as a 
Yr7 Ambassador to gladly help Mrs West 
show all the visitors and representatives 
how wonderful and welcoming our school 
is.  I am so happy that I had a chance to 
talk to a few of the representatives about 
my future.  
The representatives were very pleased 
to talk to all students about their future 
pathways & liked seeing younger students 
helping out.

Jessica Hind (7N-NH)

Giving directions
I was an Ambassador at the recent Yr. 8/9 
Guided Pathways evening.  One of the best 
things was seeing parents and students 
talking about the future in education 

and beyond, I assisted with giving visitors 
directions and ensuring exhibitors and 
teachers were kept refreshed!

I really enjoyed being part of the evening.

William Stevenson (7A-ROP)

OakNorman
Normans of a Feather Flock Together
The latest inter-house competition has been 
the Origami challenge.  Norman opted for a 
display of red birds.  Each form was asked to 
make a contribution of origami birds to the 
dashing display.

It took patience, precision and pride to be 
able to complete the task We also had to 
be able to deal with the stress of rips and 
tears plus to be able to follow and keep up 
with the instructions.  In the end the display 
turned out pretty good. The overall display 
was not the only result of the challenge, it 
also helped students talk to new people in 
their tutor groups.

By Chloe Elliot, Year 8, N-BS

Yr10 WWI Medicine
Recently, the History Department invited in 
a company to deliver a one hour interactive 
workshop to our Year 10 GCSE Historians 
covering the medicine in the British sector 
of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, 
treatment and the trenches.

The workshop covered;

•  the historical context of medicine in the 
early 20th Century

•  the organisation of medical services on 
the Western Front

• the role of women in WW1 medicine

•  the nature of trench warfare, and the 
challenges it posed to medical services

•  disease and illness at the Front

•  causes of common wounds and their 
treatment

• the use of poison and other gases

Year 10 historian Emilija Verikaite says;

The History workshop was a very 
interesting experience. The people who 
were doing it made everyone feel involved 
by passing around the diff erent medicines 
that the doctors would have used to treat 
the wounded soldiers. They also sprayed 
the scent of diff erent gases that the enemy 
would have used. This made us feel that we 
were in the soldiers’ shoes experiencing a 
gas attack. The people explained how the 
soldiers were transported to safety away 
from the trenches by the stretcher bearers, 
they even let some people experience what 
it was like to carry the soldiers and showed 

us how the soldiers were carried. They 
made the lesson more fun and brought 
it to life as were actually seeing pieces of 
shrapnel and helmets instead of just being 
a picture on the board in the classroom. 
Overall it was very enjoyable and gave us a 
good overview of what we are going to be 
learning about in lessons.

Norman Students Treading 
the Boards!
Stella Blakeley and Alfi e Thompson are set to take to the stage 
in stage shows in the area.

Alfi e is a member of Rare Productions and has secured the role 
of Chad in High School Musical which is showing at the Cresset 
in Peterborough.  This is Alfi e’s fi rst lead role with Rare and he is 
really excited about playing such an iconic character.  

Stella has just joined Stamford Amateur Musical Society. Annie 
will be showing in Stamford later in the year and Stella will be 
playing the part of one of the orphans.

It is very exciting to see some of our students showcasing 
their talents outside of school and we are very proud of their 
achievements so far.

The whole of Norman House wishes you both GOOD LUCK, or 
as they say in show business, BREAK A LEG!

Science Live Trip 
The trip to Birmingham was long but it 
was all worth it! The Science Live show 
helped me with exam techniques and 
how to answer questions in our upcoming 
exams. Not only that, we learned a lot 
about Space and also got to see a crazy 
experiment that involved dry ice in water, 
in a bottle, in a bin which resulted in the 
loudest bang you’ll ever hear in your 
life! So they kept us pretty entertained 
throughout the whole show. The show 

wasn’t just one person and one topic, 
we had a whole bunch of people all with 
diff erent topics to talk to us about which 
informed us all with a good amount of 
knowledge to take in.

 I think the trip was 100% benefi cial to 
my upcoming exams in year 11 next year. 
This trip is defi nitely worth going on if you 
struggle with exam techniques and if you 
want to learn more about Science. 

Owen Baldry Yr10 N-BS

Sawtry Village Academy Sixth Form Charity 
Volunteer Week 
During week commencing 10th July 2017, all 
Year 12 students from Sawtry Village Academy 
will volunteer in the local community with charity 
organisations, in support of their university 
applications and CV’s. Whilst students study 
hard to achieve their academic potential at 
school, many employers/universities also expect 
to see achievements and success beyond the 

classroom. Our volunteering week broadens their 
understanding of the world in which they live, 
builds key life skills and makes them stand out 
from other university or job applicants. We have 
identifi ed that voluntary work is very well regarded 
and certainly adds much value to the skill set of 
students.  It is a compulsory part of our curriculum 
and students have already started the process of 
planning their activities.

This year our students will choose one of the 
following charities to work with:

• Age UK

• MacMillan

• Sue Ryder

• CARESCO

Some students will select to be involved with 
hands on activities including fundraising. Others 
will raise the awareness of the organisation. We 
are all looking forward to a positive experience, 
with a great sense of achievement and fun!

Sva Win ‘Tesco Bags Of Help’ Funding
Thank you for your support in helping 
the Academy to secure top prize in the 
‘Tesco Bags of Help’ scheme. The Academy 
are delighted to announce that we have 
received £4,500 towards an Interactive 
Outdoor Classroom. The money will be 
used to restore the overgrown pond area 
and its surroundings into an engaging 
learning environment that can be used by 
lots of students in the years to come.  The 
project will see the fencing replaced and 
updated as well as a safe pond dipping deck 
and benches. The area will help to engage 
students across the curriculum including 
Geography, Science and Photography. The 
local primary school and nursery will also 
have access to these unique facilities. Work 

will start on the project over the Easter break 
and it’s anticipated that it will be available for 
students to use during the summer term. 

Application to 
Oxford University

Hannah Wilson, year 13, 
has made a successful 
application to Oxford 
University. Here is an 
account of recent events.

“After applying through UCAS 
before the 15th October 

deadline for ancient history and archaeology 
at Oxford, I had to wait until November to be 
given an interview at Oxford in December. 
During this time, I prepared for the interview 
by reading around my subject and seeing how 
it was aff ecting current events. I also attended 
some talks by Oxford school liaisons so I knew 
what to expect in the interviews. Unlike many 
other universities, Oxford holds its interviews 
over several days so I stayed at Lincoln College, 
Oxford for two days. On the fi rst day, I had 
two interviews which both involved analysing 
extracts of text and images. I had no interviews 
on the second day because this only happens 
if you are pooled to be interviewed at another 
college. Spending two days there meant I was 
able to experience what university life would 
be like and could spend some time in the city. 
Several weeks later, I received a letter off ering 
me a place at my fi rst-choice college, Lincoln 
College, at Oxford University, with AAA at A level 
as the entry criteria. “

Mr Carpenter, Head of Sixth Form, is proud and 
delighted for Hannah on the success of her 
off er from Oxford University. This follows one 
of our year 13 students from last year who was 
successful in securing a place at the University 
of Cambridge. All of us now wish Hannah the 
very best for her forthcoming examinations.



Ermine Archers

Withstand, 
Venture, Persist.

Dream,  
Believe, Achieve.

Saints

Inspire,  
Motivate, Fulfil.

The Bletchley 
Park trip
Recently years 8, 9 and 10 went on an 
IT trip to Bletchley Park. When we first 
arrived we were split into two groups to 
complete different tasks. We were given 
a sheet to answer questions about the 
things we would be looking at during 
the day. Exhibits were based on code 
breaking, an introduction to Bletchley 
Park and an exhibition on keeping safe 
online. The museum contained so many 
amazing items like the bombe machine 
and the Enigma machines. We then had 
a look at the Code Breaking Huts, which 
showed what it was like to work in them 
during WW2. Before lunch we looked 
around the mansion where we had a 

chance to look at the wartime office of 
Commander Denniston and the other 
amazing rooms. After lunch we took 
a guided tour around the Park where 
we learnt about what it used to be like. 
Before we left we had a lesson where we 
took part in an activity on code breaking. 
We got the chance to look at the Enigma 
Machine that was used by Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Kiera Knightly in 
the Imitation Game, a film about Alan 
Turing. Overall I would say that it was an 
amazing trip, the activities were really 
fun and the whole experience was very 
interesting. 
I would 
definitely 
recommend it!

Abi Dickinson 
Y9

School of Sanctuary
Sawtry Village Academy is working towards becoming a School 
of Sanctuary with the Languages Department here in Archers 
House driving the initiative in the hope that we receive the 
certificate.

A School of Sanctuary is a school that is committed to being 
a safe and welcoming place for all, especially those seeking 
sanctuary.  This could be people whose lives were in danger 
in their own country, who have troubles at home or are just 
looking for a place of safety.

 A School of Sanctuary is a school that helps its students, staff 
and wider community understand what it means to be seeking 
sanctuary and to extend a welcome to everyone as equal, 
valued members of the school community. It is a school that is 
proud to be a place of safety and inclusion for all.

In order to receive a certificate for being a School of Sanctuary 
we have to:

• Learn about what it means to be seeking sanctuary.

•  Take positive action to embed concepts of welcome, safety 
and inclusion within the school and our wider community

• To share our vision and be proud of our achievements.

A core group of students are now involved with raising 
awareness by advertising the project at Parents’ evenings and 
other events.  We have started fundraising and are pleased 
to report that we have already raised £50 from a cake sale, 
which will be donated to a charity called Children on the Edge 
which helps set up schools in refugee camps in Lebanon for 
Syrian Refugees.  Money that we raise can be used to provide 
stationery, books, heating and employment of teachers.

First Hand 
Experience in 
Childcare 
The Child Development department 
at Sawtry Village Academy (SVA) offers 
students the opportunity to attain a 
BTEC in: Children’s Play and an Extended 
Diploma in Learning and Development 
(Early Years Educator). It equips and 
prepares those who want to pursue a 
career working with children in a variety 
of different environments. As part of the 
course students gain practical experience 
by completing a two year placement 
within a real-life setting such as a nursery 
where they have to complete 750 

hours over the two year period. They 
work according to a Practical Evidence 
Portfolio (PEP) which contains tasks that 
are completed within the placement 
setting. This can include activities such as 
making play dough and providing maths 
support. The age group of the children 
ranges from between 0 – 8 years and 
the activities are observed and assessed 
by the Child Development Tutors. One 
year 12 student Abi McLelland currently 
on the course and undertaking her 
placement at Sawtry Day Nursery said 
“I really enjoy the nursery environment 
and having interaction with the children 
especially when supervising games and 
activities. I’m enjoying the coursework 
and find the work experience really 
valuable as I would like to work with 
children on leaving SVA.”

India Walton-Salmon (Saints House 
Reporter)

House 
Challenges- We 
Won!!!!!!! 
Inter-House Oracy Competition

A huge congratulations to Callum R and 
Jake S who represented Ermine and won 
the Inter-House Oracy Competition. This 
was an amazing effort and achievement. 
Congratulations were also awarded to 
Lilly L, Melina B, Kayleigh J, Amy F, Billie H 
and Maddie L for their contributions in 
the semi-finals. The semi-final had four 
speakers from each House. The final took 

place the following day between Archers 
and Ermine at 8.45am in the main hall.

The topic was ‘This house believes that 
British values are still the best values in 
the world’.

The results were as follows:  
1st place: ERMINE (Callum R and Jake S), 
2nd place: ARCHERS, 3rd place: NORMAN, 
4th place: SAINTS.

A huge ‘well done’ was given to all  
the students that took part or offered 
their support over the two days and 
chocolates were given to all of the 
participants, on a well fought debate. 
Topical issues such as immigration, 
terrorism, obesity, binge drinking and the 
strains on the NHS were debated.

Origami Challenge

“Practice is the act of rehearsing a 
behaviour over and over, or engaging 
in an activity again and again, for the 
purpose of improving or mastering it, as 
in the phrase “practice makes perfect”. 
Students chose an origami model that 
they had never completed before. They 
attempted then re-attempted, practiced 
and mastered it. Everyone in the form 
groups contributed one item. Scores 
were awarded for 
Complexity and 
accuracy.

Final Scores to 
follow….. 

Music 
Department 
We have had a busy term in the Music 
Department. Our performing arts group, 
SVA Encore, has grown in numbers – we 
now have over 60 members who attend 
on a Monday night to take part in drama 
and music workshops. The increase in 
interest has meant that we have had a 

very competitive audition process for this 
summer’s show – Back to the 80s. A group 
of very excited students flocked to the 
Music Department to find out which part 
they had been given. 

On the 30th of March, we will be holding 
a talent show. This is an opportunity for 
students to show their talents to their 
peers, as well as members of the public. 
More information about the audition 
process will be given to students in  
due course. 

GCSE Poetry Live!
On Wednesday 8th February, 90 students from years 10 
and 11 made the trip to Cambridge to see Poetry Live.  
This was a fantastic opportunity to see some of the poets 
whose work is studied at GCSE.  We were fortunate to have 
seen Simon Armitage, Gillian Clarke, Carol Ann Duffy and 
John Agard to name just a few.  We also heard invaluable 
advice from the senior examiner about how to answer the 
questions in the exam.  Thanks to Ms Ford, Mr Woodcock, 
Dr Sawika-Sykes, Ms Dixon and Ms Manning for helping 
supervise the trip.   We’re hoping we can go again next year!

Origami 
Challenge: 
‘Practice means 
Progression’
Saints students have been practicing their 
origami skills over the past 6 weeks during 
form time. They’ve worked extremely hard 
researching and creating different origami 
models as part of the school’s half-termly 

competition. As well as having fun and 
learning new skills the aim of the task was 
to understand that with practice, creating 
an origami model becomes easier and the 
end result more successful. They learnt 
that this principle can also be applied 
to their studies and interests outside of 
school. The students definitely proved 
that ‘Practice means Progression’ as the 
standard of their origami was absolutely 
superb. The pieces submitted by Saints 
ranged from zoo and farmyard animals, 
dogs in kennels, dinosaurs, the solar 
system, pyramids, an aquarium, pond life 
and a gnome fishing scene.     

Rotary Technology 
Challenge
Just prior to the February half term Sawtry 
Village Academy students took part in the 
annual Rotary Technology Challenge by 
designing and building their own remote 
controlled vehicle.

Twelve students from Key stages 3, 4 and 
5 were given the task of putting together a 
vehicle that would crawl inside a pipeline, 
under a bridge and clear the debris inside.

After the vehicle had been designed and 
constructed, students demonstrated its 

ability to work in front of pupils from other 
local schools including Kimbolton, St Ivo 
and Ramsey.

The students were required to produce 
a portfolio of their design work as well as 
build and test the model. Students only 
had a limited kit of materials and just 
three hours in which to complete the task.

Although not winners in their age 
categories, the students worked very 
hard to design a suitable vehicle and 
demonstrated great team work and 
enthusiasm! Students that took part were: 

KS3: Emma Brown, Vicky Roan, Adam 
Elliot, Beren Lea

KS4: Morgan Mhambi, Michael Arnold, Jack 
Kedney, Lauren Dobbs

KS5: Toria Carter-Knowles, Ben Pogson, 
William Lankfer, Sam Maryniak

Geography: Iceland 
Trip 2017 
Iceland 2017 was “One of the best trips ever” 
according to Mr Pink (Head of Geography).  Mr 
Pink said “this was because of the attitude of 
the students who attended, highlighting the 
excellent standard of behaviour within Sawtry 
Village Academy”. Students visited several 
interesting and worthwhile locations in south 
east Iceland.  A highlight for many on the trip was 
going to the Blue Lagoon with its geothermal 

heated waters. We also saw a volcanic crater, 
visited some magnificent waterfalls and a glacier. 
As well as having lots of fun the students had 
plenty of learning opportunities such as how to 
effectively implement geothermal energy within 
homes. In conclusion the Iceland visit was a 
great trip with lots of valuable things learnt by 
both teachers and students alike, and who all 
wish they were still there.

John Moody (Saints House Captain)

Languages 
Futures and 
Languages 
Challenge Project
Our Languages Futures groups in year 
8 and 9 follow a project based learning 
course which focuses on developing their 
skills across all subjects whilst developing 
their knowledge of language and other 
countries. The year 8 group has spent the 
last half term creating a travel magazine 
and had a visit from the national 
researcher of the programme. They were 
very helpful when being interviewed and 
answering the student survey! Meanwhile, 
year 9 have been cooking up a storm, 
creating breakfast, lunch and dinner 
dishes from around the world in the 
school kitchen. 

Some of our most able linguists have been 
selected to take part in the Languages 
Challenge which is a nationwide scheme 
in which Students complete activities 
outside of the classroom. So far we have 
had Archers own Natalie Bate baking 
croissants from scratch and Milly Smith 
creating a song! 

Archers in Iceland
Eight Yr11 Archers students along with 
Assistant Principal Mr Baynes were part of a 
very successful Geography fieldtrip to Iceland 
over half term. For all of us it was our first 
visit to this amazing country and we were not 
disappointed by the sights we saw and took 
in. Even a 5.15am start on the morning of 
departure could not dampen the spirits. The 
itinerary included visits to: The Blue Lagoon 
Geothermal spa, the Hellisheidi Power 
Station, Gullfoss Waterfall, Great Geysir and 
the Solheimajokull Glacier, all of which had 
the students eager to learn more about how 
they worked or how they were formed. The 
students were well looked after in the hotel 
with a swimming pool, hot tubs and games 
room.

Mr Baynes was heard exclaiming the trip was 
‘the best residential he had ever been on’ 
whilst the behaviour of the students  
was a credit to themselves and to the 
Archers House. 

The Big Teach
During the first two weeks of February 
sixty year 11 students filed into the school 
hall for ‘The Big Teach’.  ‘The Big Teach’ 
was a series of three lectures conducted 
by Miss Steer-Jones, Curriculum Leader 
of English, on two very tricky poems that 
they had to get to grips with for their GCSE 
English Literature examination.  The first 
two lectures were on ‘My Last Duchess’, 
written by Victorian poet Robert Browning.  
This dramatic monologue is written from 
the point of view of a jealous husband 
who has his wife murdered and then 
proceeds to arrange his next marriage!  
The final lecture was on ‘London’, a poem 
by the Romantic poet William Blake about 
society’s ills.  All of the year 11s who took 
part worked incredibly hard on these 
tricky poems and even requested that ‘The 
Big Teach’ became a more regular feature!  
Well done year 11, a great effort.

World Book Day 
2nd March 2017
For World Book Day this year Archers 
English Department are doing a ‘Shelfie’ 
competition. Members of staff have to 
send in a photograph of their bookshelves 
and students have to guess who they are 
from their choice of books!

Media and Film 
Year 11 students have been working hard 
on their exam topics of Action Adventure 
and TV Comedy. They have been working 
in pairs to learn how to answer the exam 
questions and attending session six to 
extend their learning. 

Year 10 have been pitching ideas for 
a new Superhero movie advertising 
campaign. They have been designing 
trailers and websites for the new films 
and will be using the green screen to take 
pictures for their movie posters over the 
next couple of weeks.

All of this hard work will be rewarded 
when we enter some of the great 
coursework pieces into both the 
Cambridgeshire Film Festival and the 
Fellowship Film Festival. We hope to 
receive another batch of awards for  
the cabinet!

One of the Saints House Origami entries

Building the remote controlled vehicle at the 
Rotary Technology Challenge event

Child Development student Abi McLelland 
during her work placement at Sawtry  
Day Nursery

Student News 
Katie P (E-GA), performed in a Christmas show ‘A 
Nutcracker Variety’ with the Generations Dance 
Academy, she played the characters Fritz and the 
Mouse King in the first half ballet. The second half 
was made up of different styles of dance. Katie 
took part in eight of these.  

At the end of the two shows she was awarded 
with a medal for “most improved of the year” and 
received the trophy for “Dancer’s Dancer” voted 
for by her peers as a person that inspires them 
most and who they look up to as a dancer.  

In addition to this Katie auditioned for the 
Generations Dance Academy competition 
Troupes, Crew and Company and she was 
successful in both Troupes. Rehearsals have 
begun with competitions planned for May and 
June. 

She took part in 10 hours of dance classes/
rehearsals; attended a dance workshop with top 
international choreographer Ryan Jenkins; and 
was asked to accompany her dance teacher to an 
Acrobatic Arts workshop in Hemel Hempstead as 
her demonstrator.

She will be dancing in the Legally Blonde musical 
for Spotlight Productions in early April.


