
Principal’s News 
This term we were routinely visited by one 
of the Regional Schools Commissioner’s 
advisers, Mrs Tricia Pritchard, to review and 
assess the progress the school has made 
since our previous visit in January 2017. 
There was also a clear focus for the visit on 
the impact CMAT has had on the academy 
since we joined CMAT in April 2015. I wanted 
to share some of the very positive feedback 
we received following this visit.

Mrs Pritchard was very pleased with the 
changes that have been made at the 
academy. She said the academy is on a 
journey and it “has travelled a long way 
in the relatively short time since it joined 
CMAT”. Mrs Pritchard said the academy 
has received well targeted support from 
CMAT and praised the strong leadership 
and clear direction being provided by our 
own leadership team; who she described 
as having a relentless focus on raising 
standards and improving the quality of 
teaching and learning. She also agreed 
that all middle leaders are providing good 
subject leadership and there is a clear 
understanding of the quality of teaching and 
learning across the school.  In addition, Mrs 
Pritchard identifi ed that good assessment 
and data collection is informing our 
own measures of quality and helping us 
identify areas for intervention and further 
development.

Mrs Pritchard particularly praised the 
commitment of staff  in helping students 
to reach their full potential, giving willingly 
of their time to run a range of sessions 
after school and during the holidays. She 

also celebrated the 
student support 
systems in each 
house, stating that 
generally the house 
system appears to be 
working very well and 
with a clear rationale. 
She observed good 
learning behaviour in 
lessons and said students engagement in 
their learning had improved. The students 
themselves also noted that teaching and 
behaviour had improved when talking to her; 
they stated that relationships between staff  
and students are good.

Mrs Pritchard told us that our own 
evaluation of areas to improve was focusing 
on the right things and that the support of 
the Trust has been a great benefi t. We now 
need to ensure that these good practices 
are consistently applied throughout the 
school in order to ensure the “Good” grade 
we expect and feel we currently deserve at 
our next Ofsted inspection.  She also met 
with representatives of the Academy Council 
(Governing Body) and was satisfi ed with the 
positive relationship that has developed 
between them, the academy leaders and the 
Trust.

I hope that you are equally as pleased as we 
are by the comments made by the adviser 
and our students. We are all very proud of 
how far the school has come in a relatively 
short space of time, especially given the 
obstacles that have been placed in our path.
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Persist, Excel.
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IEM Music Workshop
In April, an IEM Music workshop was held during 
the Easter holiday which 43 students attended. IEM 
Music visited Sawtry Village Academy, bringing two 
artists Connor Adams and Bronwyn Cooper. They 
were both really fantastic singers who taught us 
all how to perform like real artists. All the students 
thoroughly enjoyed this because we could create 
any type of music all by ourselves.  The hardest 
bit was coming up with our own ideas and then 
performing them in front of an audience.  Connor 
and Bronwyn helped us every step of the way by 
giving us a starting tune to help us create the rest.  
Overall we had a great day!

By Charlotte Dunstone and Abbi Downes

Congratulations to the newly 
appointed Head Boy & Girl 2017/18
 “We are thrilled to 
be representing the 
Academy as Head Boy 
and Head Girl, and 
we look forward to 
working with the senior 
leadership team to 
ensure the opinions of 
the students are heard 
and acted on. We aim 
to be role models all 
students can speak with 
and trust.”

Hannah Williams and 
Tommy Walters

We wish the best of luck 
to our outgoing Head 
Boy and Girl, Chris Mayo 
and Almira Hussain.

Charity volunteer week
Week commencing 10th July, Year 12 students will be 
volunteering in the local community with various charity 
organisations, in support of their university applications and 
CVs.  Our volunteering week broadens students’ understanding 
of the world in which they live and helps them to develop key 
life skills. Students are already in the process of planning their 
activities, working with the following organisations: Macmillan/
Caresco/Sue Ryder/Age UK.

Jess Baxter is looking forward to the week. Her group is 
organising a range of events, from a classic bake sale and 
a coff ee morning to a sponsored hike or dance marathon. 
Jess says “This scheme provides the opportunity to improve 
leadership, teamwork and management skills, whilst raising 
money for many great causes.”

Dancing with the Stars
Star of TV’s “Bad Education” and the West End, Layton Williams, came to Sawtry Village Academy in 
June and gave 25 students the workout of their life!

The group was made up of students from across all the year groups and mixed dance ability.

Layton taught them a routine from the show” Hairspray” during the 2-hour session. He then 
stayed for a question and answer session and the all-important selfi es!

After the workshop Layton was so impressed with our students that he emailed saying: 

‘Wow... What a day. What a response?! I can’t tell you how much fun I had. You have suchhhhh a fab 
bunch of kids. So lovely.’

We are looking forward to working with Layton again later in the year.

Pictured  with Layton is Norman student Chloe Elliot.

Norman House Captain Team for 2017-2018
Ethan Francis: House Captain: 

First of all, I thought I would be better at being Sports Captain as I was doing very well in my sports but when I met 
Mr Hughes, he said that I would be better suited as a House Captain. I thought I would get too nervous and can 
be shy, then I thought I would push myself. I am fi nding the experience very good and along with my fellow House 
Captains, I feel we could help improve Norman to help us reach our full potential. So thinking about it, I am glad I 
made that choice to become House Captain.

Elizabeth Carter: House Captain:

I wanted to be Norman House Captain as I had tried to implement some things last year at Senior Leadership level 
but was unable to do so, so being House Captain this year was the perfect opportunity. I am always available to listen 
to any of our students and am happy to represent their views at Leadership level.  If you have any suggestions that 
you would like me to put forward, please speak to me or any of my fellow House and Vice Captains.

Riley Edmett: Vice-Captain

I wanted to be Vice Captain because I think that the only way to make our House, (and this school), better is to unite 
the voices of our students.  What I will do as Vice-captain is hear the voices of those who need listening to and I will, 
alongside the House Captains, work as a team to get their voices heard.

Morgan-Elise Carter: Vice-Captain

Hi, I’m Morgan, one of the two new Vice House captains for Norman.  When Mr Hughes told me I had got the role I 
was over the moon! I will do this job to my best ability but I know I will have a positive infl uence on the school. I shall 
listen to the opinion of everyone and take that on board as Vice-Captain, to help our school and students reach their 
full potential.

Financial Studies News
The fi nal results for the Certifi cate in Financial Studies are in.  This professional banking qualifi cation (which carries a UCAS tariff ) was 
introduced at the start of this academic year and the outstanding results we achieved are a testament to the commitment and focus 
of the students.  Sawtry Village Academy is the place to be if you want to achieve outstanding results with new, professional courses.

82.35% of students achieved an A* or an A.  Special praise to Chloe Hawkins and Jordan Redhead who have both improved their grade 
during the review process.

Election Fever 
comes to the 
Sixth Form
Sixth Form Students had the chance to 
vote for the leaders of each of the parties 
represented in the Sawtry constituency. 
Sixth formers took shifts as the polling 
clerk throughout the day. A similar 
election was held in the main school too.

NHS 
Discovery Day 
A small group of Sixth Form students 
spent time at the Anglia Ruskin University, 
Peterborough Campus to fi nd out about 
careers in the NHS before being given a tour 
around various departments around the 
hospital. Behind the scenes tours took place 
around the Pharmacy, Pathology, Diagnostic 
Imaging and Radiotherapy.

The day was organised by Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Collaborative Outreach Network 
and Anglia Ruskin University, with the aim to 
promote awareness of alternative careers 
within the NHS and raise aspirations for young 
people regarding applying to universities.

Joanna Bainbridge, Deputy Director of HR and 
Organisational Development, said: “Today has 
been a fantastic opportunity for our staff  to 
show students what potential career choices 
are available not only within the Trust but in 
the NHS as a whole. We hope that the students 
feel inspired to pursue a career in the NHS and 
potentially one day they may work for us.”

YaxFest and our wonderful Young Technicians 
On the 13th and 14th May, several of 
our students were invited to perform 
at the Yaxley Festival. The Year 7 and 8 
Samba band performed in the parade 
supported by SVA Encore, who took 
the opportunity to hand out fl yers and 
speak to members of the public to 
advertise their show “Back to the 80s”.

SVA Encore then fi lled a 30-minute 
slot on the main stage on both days. 
They showcased a few numbers from 
the show. Solo performances from 
Alfi e Thompson and another talented 
Norman student sang the Proclaimers 
hit “ I would walk 500 miles” with 
Thomas Dunleavy.  Norman student 
participation did not stop there! Billy 
Gray, Owen Bosworth and James 
Pyefi nch are all part of the production 
crew that organised the whole festival’s 
entertainment.  They were invaluable 
and   helped the festival run without 
a hitch! Pino Soccio, Crystal Clear 
Productions, runs a Young Technicians 

class here at Sawtry Village Academy on 
Monday evenings which Billy, Owen and 
James attend.  They received training in 
sound, lighting and stage management 

which enables them to gain valuable 
work experience within the industry.

Taking Part in the 
Sawtry Carnival 2017
On Saturday 10th June I was 
invited to go and take part in 
the Samba band for the Sawtry 
Village Academy at the Sawtry 
Carnival parade. It was a lovely 
sunny day and everybody was 
happy and looking forward to 
having a good time. It wasn’t the fi rst time 
I have taken part in the carnival; last year I 
took part and played the tambourine.  This 
year however, I broke my ankle and I was 
upset that I was not going to play the samba 
drum but then I was lucky enough to fi nd a 
wheelchair to use and the lovely Mrs Harvey 
pushed me all the way round the village in 
the parade. That day was the best!!

By Chloe Nash
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Ermine Archers

Withstand, 
Venture, Persist.

Dream,  
Believe, Achieve.

Saints

Inspire,  
Motivate, Fulfil.

As House Captain I 
had to go to Meetings 
organising Charity Events 
for Red Nose Day, where 
£915.81 was raised for 
good causes.

I was also involved in creating Surveys about 
the School. Topics involved ‘The Canteen’, 
‘Uniform’ and ‘How the School is run’.

The Staff in Ermine are really helpful. 
Miss Hay was influential in pushing us in 
believing we could reach our potential.

Lewis Baldry

It was great being part of 
Ermine House. The staff 
always encouraged us to 
reach success.

In the role of House 
captain I works alongside 

Lewis with Surveys and raising money 
for Charity. It was a great experience as 
we were able to make a difference in the 
School. 

Emma Hunt

Computer Department Games 
Following the ICT Departments recent 
visit to Bletchley Park where Students 
explored encryption, programming 
techniques and found out about how 
computer systems gradually became 
so important, the ICT Department was 
recently selected by the local council to 
run a gaming club. 

The Club took place during Session 6 
every Wednesday for 10 weeks. It was 
led by Joe Lewin, from Peterborough 
Regional College - Computer Science 
Department. Students had the choice 
of creating a game or program of their 
choice, using their preferred Software.  
Final products included a space game 

created in scratch, a user interface for 
a touch screen mirror and a working 
Enigma Coding System. 

We are looking to run the club again, so 
look out on notices for more information 
or speak to any ICT Teacher.

Music-a-Thon 
On Saturday 22nd April many of Sawtry VA students took 
part in a 12 hour Music-a-thon which raised £932.77. 

Archers House students who were involved include 
Cerys James (A-AJ), Dylan Sutcliffe (A-FC), Amy Fullam 
(A-IP), Bonnie Hussey (A-LSJ), Bailey Gould (A-GH), Lucy 
Johnson (A-HSC), Ryan Corby (A-GH), Thomas Corby 
(A-ROP) and Molly Kerfoot (A-LSJ) and they have earned 
either their participation, giving or excellence Pledge 
awards.

Caythorpe
Students from 
year 9 had an 
amazing time at 
Caythorpe (PGL) 
in Lincolnshire 
recently. Saints 
House tutees 
Amelia Carling 
and Katy Margetts 
who both went on 
the trip took part in the many activities on offer including: 
climbing the Jacob’s Ladder, Vertical Challenge and High 
Wires, as well as raft building, kayaking, archery and tackling 
obstacle courses.  When asked what they enjoyed most about 
Caythorpe Amelia said, “My favourite activity was learning 
to kayak as it was great fun experiencing something new. I 
also liked the food and spending time with my friends.” Katy 
Margetts went on to say, “We had lots of fun during the raft 
building activity as some of the group (especially the boys) 
kept falling off, but it did help to improve our team building 
skills.” Both Katy and Amelia agreed that it was one of the best 
school trips they had ever been on and they will both have 
happy memories for years to come.   

Teacher Spotlight
Welcome to our new feature where each  
term our intrepid reporter and Vice-Captain 
India Walton-Salmon will be interviewing a 
teacher from Saints (her idea by the way).  
This term it was the turn of Mr Yeomans, PE 
teacher and Senior Tutor of Saints House.

Q  If you weren’t a teacher, what job 
would you like to do?

A I’d be a plumber or MP.
Q What is your favourite food?
A I love fajitas!
Q  What’s the biggest challenge you’ve ever completed?
A  I completed the Stockholm Marathon for the Thorpe Hall Sue 

Ryder charity.
Q What’s your claim to fame?
A	 I	have	high-fived	Michelle	Obama.	
Q  What TV show are you watching now or what was the last 

one you watched?
A Prison Break
Q  What’s the craziest excuse you’ve been given for not 

having homework?
A It went through the washing machine.
Q What do you like to do in the holidays? 
A  Apart from still working/planning ahead, I like to travel, 

Vietnam has to be my favourite place. 
Q  What’s the craziest food you’ve eaten? And what was it like?
A I tried Crocodile when I was in Los Angeles - tasted lovely.

Other achievements
Pip Edgar (A-IP) – Pip is a member of the Peterborough Youth 
Choir and in April he was involved in the International Male 
Choral Festival which took place in Cornwall.

Kizzy-Lou Thistleton (A-IP) – In March Kizzy-Lou took part 
in the United Kingdom Federation of Majorettes National 
Championships at Camber Sands. She did brilliantly, winning a 
2nd place trophy.

Matt Newson (A-LSJ) – Over the May Bank Holiday Matt 
competed in the Eastern Regional Swimming Championships 
in Norwich with his club the COPS. He made it to 4 finals and 
won a Gold and 2 Silver medals for Backstroke!

Archers House is really happy to announce the election of our new House Captains, 
Robert Latham (A-GH) and Kayleigh John (A-HSC) and our Vice-Captains, Bailey Gould 
(A-GH) and Lucy Johnson (A-HSC).

They will be in post for the 2017-18 academic year and amongst their duties they will 
represent the students in Archers House, motivate students and participate in House 
activities. Other 
House Captains 
are to organise  
House and whole 
school events.

Bethany M was very excited to be 
shortlisted for the Under 17 Landscape 
Photography competition at the Yaxley 
Festival. Although she didn’t win, she was 
very excited to see her picture on display.

Dancing 
Sensation
Katie P (E-GA) was at the 
‘Starpower’ International Dance Competition 
held in Manchester. She earned 1st Place 
in the Solo Novice Acro age 12-14, Solo 
Novice Open age 12-14 dead silence and 
8th overall. Katie also came 1st in the Small 
Group Lyrical Novice age 12-14 –Mercy 
category and 3rd overall. Amazing!

In March some of Sawtry VA students 
took part in the Annual Biology 
Challenge run by the Royal Society of 
Biology.  They had to register online 
and complete 2 25 minute tests. Two 
of Archers House students who did 
fantastically well were Poppy Lummis 
(A-IP) who was commended and 
Kayleigh John (A-HSC) who earned a 
Silver certificate.

During the Easter holidays, Evelynne 
Bingham (A-CD) competed in the British 
Inclusion Skating Championships and the 
anaugural Inclusive Skating for Genes 
British Championships.  She won a Bronze 
medal in the compulsory section and 2 
silver medals in the free skating. 

Sawtry 
Carnival
On Saturday 10th 
June many of our 
students and staff 
enjoyed the Sawtry 
Carnival. Eleanor 
Gadsby (A-AJ) was 
part of a fantastic 
team who,along 
with the Wombles, 
kept the area spick 
and span and 
litter-free.

DofE 2017
The weekend of 17th and 18th June 34 of 
our students embarked on their Bronze 
expedition in The White Peak area of the 
Derbyshire Dales. Part of their activities 
included a walk for 6 hours each day, 
navigating the route themselves, cook a two 
course meal and camp outdoors for the 
night.  Archers House is very proud of our 
students, Ralph Coates (A-CD), Amy Fullam 
(A-IP), Jack Kedney (A-AJ), Poppy Lummis (A-
IP), Harry Neal (A-CD) and Charlotte Tobin (A-
RH) for working really hard towards gaining 
their Bronze award.

Year 12 Geography students 
brave the elements

Mr Pink took his Year 
12 Geography students 
to the beach at Old 
Hunstanton recently as 
part of their field work 
for the AS geography 
exam. Their main 
purpose was to carry 
out a survey during 
which they had to 
measure a profile of the 
beach, collect samples 
of the sedimentary 

pebbles and investigate 
the impact of longshore 

drifts. Mr Pink’s favourite part of the trip was drinking tea in the local 
café because the weather was terrible. He said “I’m really proud of 
the students because they stepped up and did the best they could 
despite the strong winds and torrential rain. I’m also looking forward 
to going back with the year 10s in the near future.”

By India Walton- Salmon (Vice Captain)   

Millie Shotter’s Got Talent.  
Talented year 7 student Millie Shotter sang her way to winning the SVA 
‘Sawtry’s Got Talent’ competition recently. Twelve year old Millie has been 
singing since she was 8 and first discovered her talent when she joined a music 
club whilst at Primary school. Millie hasn’t looked back since and regularly 
performs at churches, primary schools and festivals including this year’s Yaxley 
Festival. She attends the YEM theatre school in Hampton, Peterborough and 
the SVA Encore workshops on Mondays. Millie has already attained her grade 4 
and 5 exams in singing and is currently working towards grade 6 and 8 where 
she has to perform songs from the pre -1920’s and the 1920’s – 1970’s. Millie 
enjoys singing all types of songs although her favourite ones are from the 
musicals. Looking ahead she aims to become like her idol Whitney Houston. 
Millie also performed at the recent school production “ Back to the eighties” 
where she sang “ Kids in America”.

Ski Trip 2017, Austria 
This year’s annual ski 
trip was once again a 
resounding success as 
forty-three KS4 and KS5 
students travelled to the 
resort of Zell am See in 
Austria.  Everyone was 
excited as they prepared 
to breathe in the fresh 
mountain air and see 
the white powdery snow. 
This year saw the highest 
number of beginners on the trip with around 30 complete novices 
taking to the slopes for the first time.  The students were amazing, 
showing real grit and resilience in their learning by getting up 
quickly when falling over. By the end of the week the students had 
excelled and their hard work paid off as they progressed to the 
more challenging red and black slopes.  Everyone enjoyed the Après 
Ski with the professional ice hockey match and swimming being the 
firm favourites. 

Caythorpe 2017
May Day Bank Holiday weekend saw 
many of Archers Year 9’s enjoying a 
fabulous weekend at PGL Caythorpe near 
Grantham.  They had fun participating 
in different activities including archery, 
high ropes, leap of faith, Jacob’s ladder 
and even Miss Janjevak conquered the 
climbing wall!

International Refugee Week 
During International Refugee Week (20-26th June), some of the 
Archers students will have taken part in two workshops organised 
by Cambridgeshire Schools of Sanctuary and hosted by Anglia 
Ruskin University. During the workshops students will look at 
how refugees are portrayed in the media and learn about the 
fastest growing refugee crisis in the world today – the relatively 
‘unseen’ conflict in South Sudan.  This follows a year of regular 
activities involving SVA’s students, staff and the wider community. 
Including fundraising for schools in a Lebanese refugee camp, 
collecting food packs for refugee families in Dunkirk and raising 
understanding and awareness through assemblies and whole 
school activities. SVA is set to become the first Cambridgeshire 
School of Sanctuary, part of the City of Sanctuary initiative.

Creative Arts
In Media Studies Year Ten 
students have been completing 
their first GCSE coursework unit 
which is worth 30% of their final 
grade. Nine students achieved an 
A* in this unit! This is an amazing 
achievement and we would like 
to say well done to all of the 
students who took part.

Millie Shotter: Winner of 
SVA ‘Sawtry’s Got Talent’ 

Amelia Carling and Katy Margetts take on 
the obstacle course challenge.

Year	12	Geography	Students	on	their	field	
trip	at	Old	Hunstanton	beach.	

Maths Challenge
These Students achieved a Gold Certificate in the Maths Challenge Matthew V Year 11 
Bradley P Year 11 John M Year 11 Kayleigh J Year 10

Music In Music, students participated 
in an epic 12 hour Music-a-thon and 
raised £932.77 for Performing Arts in 
the Academy. All students involved did 
the Department proud and have really 
shown how important Creative Arts is to 
students here at the Academy.There were 
also students taking part in a Young Tech 
Course, run by Pino Soccio from Crystal 
Clear Productions. Students were running 
the stages and doing filming throughout 
the weekend. Students worked incredibly 
hard, doing something they clearly really 
enjoy.Emma B (E-PS) played the Ukulele 
and sang at the Yaxley Festival on both 

Saturday and Sunday.
Creative Arts students 
continue to shine here, with 
this summer performance 
being ‘Back To The 80s’.

The answer to the maths question is A

Students and Teachers on the 
ski trip to Austria. 
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