
 
Sawtry Village Academy Newsletter Spring Term 2018 

Update from the Principal 

The spring term has been very busy!  We started the new year with an Ofsted inspection in 
January which resulted in an overall inspection grade of “Good” being awarded to the Acade-
my; our Sixth Form was graded “Outstanding”.  Not only was the overall effectiveness of the 
Academy graded “Good” but the separate inspection threads for the quality of teaching, 
learning and assessment; personal development, behaviour and welfare and the outcomes for 
pupils, were all graded “Good” in their own right. 

Needless to say we are exceptionally pleased with the outcome of the inspection because our 
hard work as an Academy and as a community has been recognized and rewarded.  Particular 
elements of our work that were praised in the inspection report included: the commitment 
and clarity of purpose demonstrated by leaders; the clear focus on ensuring all students make 
at least good progress; the support offered by CMAT and the members of the Academy   
Council; the good subject knowledge of teachers and their excellent relationships in the class-
room that aid good teaching and learning; the curriculum and the extra-curricular clubs and 
visits and the support shown by parents and the broader community. 

There were elements of our work which we need to improve further but these were already 
acknowledged through our annual school improvement plan and as such were not news to us! 

The biggest challenge we faced this term was the “Beast from the East” which forced an early 
closure of the site and a further two days of closure at the end of a week. School closure is far 
from ideal but I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support, understand-
ing and engagement during this time.  Social media proved a useful tool for communication 
and we are pleased to be able to use this appropriately as part of our routine methods for 
sharing news. 

Our New Building, Strong Future campaign has continued and we have been able to secure 
several meetings with those responsible for the allocation of additional funding for capital 
projects.  At the time of writing there is no further news to share on additional funding,       
however, we are still pressing ahead with our plans for the new three story classroom 
block.  We are also currently reviewing the use of all space within the Academy with a view to 
relocating some departments into more appropriate spaces; the Sixth Form will be relocated 
and refurbishment plans for the library are underway. 

Following our recruitment drive for Academy Councilors I am pleased to announce that we 
have secured additional members to join our team.  Full details of the Academy Council can be 
found on the SVA website and we are always on the lookout for enthusiastic people who are 
keen to offer something to both the Academy and the community.  Interested?  Send us an 
email at office@sawtryva.org 

 

Summer term  

16 April to 20 July 2018 

May Day :7 May 2018 

Half term: 

28 May to 1 June 2018 

Training  days: Staff only 

23 and 24 July 2018. 

Key dates  Summer Term: 

14 May GCSE Exams start 

24 May Yr.13 leavers assembly 

25 May Yr.11 Last day 

11 June Yr.9 Vaccinations 

19 June Creative Arts Celebration 

Evening 

20 June Yr.11 Celebration day 

25 June New Yr.12 induction day  

26 June Yr.6 Induction day 

28 June Yr.6 Parent  Information  

Evening 

29 June Yr.11 Prom 

 

 

For up to date information on activities at the Academy 
please see our website www.sawtryva.org, follow us on 

Facebook.com/sawtryva.org, or follow us on Twitter. 

mailto:office@sawtryva.org
http://www.sawtryva.org
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SVA Encore update 

It has been a busy 3 months for SVA Encore; including starting with the preparations for the summer production, which entails many 

student workshops, and preparing for the annual Talent Show held in March. 

‘School of Rock’ Auditions 

This year we have chosen ‘School of Rock’ as our summer production, this 

particular show is still a huge success on Broadway and in the West End.    

During February we started the process of casting, auditions have already 

taken place for various roles which include; acting, singing, musicians for the 

band, plus back stage runners. We have discovered some amazing talent and 

have two full casts; this ensures that as many students as possible can take 

part.  Riley Edmett and Alfie Thompson have secured the main role of ‘Dewey 

Finn’ and are so excited to perform, Riley even received a personal message 

from the current West End ‘Dewey’ with some top tips on taking on this   

character. Tickets will be on sale via ticketsource in a couple of months, keep 

an eye on SVA Facebook for details. 

Shrek Workshop 

SVA Encore were pleased to have received a visit from  

Christina Modestou who delivered  a ‘Shrek the musical’ 

themed workshop.  Christina had just finished a run of the 

musical ‘SIX’ in the West End and took the time to visit us 

before her show.  Students were taught a song and dance 

routine over the 2 hour session, this was followed by a  

question and answer session.  Christina loved the workshop 

with our students and will be returning in June with an ‘In 

the heights’ themed workshop.  More details to follow. 

Sawtry’s Got Talent 2018 

After last year’s successful show where Millie Shotter was crowned the      

winner, we opened up auditions in February to find this year’s Talent.  We 

have 12 acts through to the live final on the 28th March, the show starts at 

7pm.  This year we have five judges who want their acts to succeed.  There 

will be lots of lights, music and maybe a couple of surprises! 
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Willow news 

 

 

 

 

 

This term the Willow students had a marvellous opportunity to experience a host of different creatures with local group called 
‘Home Grown and Raised’     Students got up close and personal with the animals and learnt interesting facts to help support their 
classroom studies. ‘Home Grown and Raised’ have worked with SVA for a couple of years now and has in the past provided eggs 
for hatching and advice regarding our resident rabbits. 

Broader experiences in learning 

The Willow staff organised their first residential trip for students to 
Edale via the Derwent Reservoir. During this overnight trip there 
was plenty of walking, negative waterfalls, geological features and 
talks.  The students, as always, were a real credit to the Academy 
and had a wonderful, yet exhausting time. 

Willow students have enjoyed working with Mr Reynolds, a         
professional artist. They have been exploring traditional drawing 
techniques involving      gridding and scale. “ I am proud of what the 
students have achieved, as this is often something that students 
struggle with (accurate freehand drawings). All students have 
shown great perseverance and accuracy in depicting the subject”. 
These skills will be transferred into next term where students will 
use what they have learnt to produce an outcome.  

With summer approaching the Willow students are beginning their preparations for the annual Sawtry Carnival. Students have 
decided on a vintage themed tea room. Students will be baking cakes and serving tea and coffee.  We look forward to seeing you 
there! 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwig9Mzz3v_ZAhXEshQKHeF-BK4QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.tgomagazine.co.uk/walk/route-two-walks-from-edale/&psig=AOvVaw3WvrKJUqHjsHKr2lsp7KhA&ust=1521801585886821


We now have our own            Archers board in our foyer where we are going to celebrate our successes and amazing            

achievements.  It would be great if parents were able to let us know if their child/children have done anything amazing outside of 

school, such as, won a competition, taken part in a fundraising event, passed a music exam, gone up a grade in their marshal arts class 

or tried something new or unusual. 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award  

We are delighted that a number of our students have signed up to do their DofE Bronze 

Award; these include Evie Driscoll-King, Rory Pinnegar, Amira Seaton, Charley Simpson, 

Jackson Slater and Caitlin Stevenson.  They will undertake training in such things as        

camp-craft,  navigation, first aid and cooking on a stove in preparation for a 2-day            

expedition in June. We wish them every success with the programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 9’s have been busy learning about Rebel       
Shakespearean  Sonnets. 

The word sonnet is derived from the Italian word “sonetto,” 
which means a “little song” or small lyric. In poetry, 
a sonnet has 14 lines, and is written in iambic pentameter. 
Each line has 10 syllables. It has a specific rhyme scheme, 
and a volta, or a specific turn. 

We think that Caitlin Baron (A-HSC) and Grace Greenslade 
(E-HH) have produced excellent examples. 

 

English 

Our Year 7’s are studying ‘The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas’ as part of their English 

curriculum and recently they took part in 

smaller group reading sessions helped by 

two of our 6th Form Ambassadors. 



 

Media Studies 

This term in the media department, year 10 students have been completing their exam unit which has involved studying episodes of ‘The IT 
Crowd’, and learning how to analyse the shots, sounds, characters and audiences of each programme. Year 11 students have been learning 
how to analyse clips from action adventure movies for their exam; they will be shown a short scene in the exam and have to answer          
questions about what they see. Our first cohort of year 12 BTEC students have been working very hard and have already completed three 
modules of coursework. They have created audio podcasts and scripts for short films.  

Year 13 media A-Level students are currently putting the finishing touches to their five-minute horror movies and are starting to create movie 
posters for them in Photoshop. Film Studies A-Level students are now preparing to make their own creations and we are excited to see what 
they do with all the great ideas that are being discussed. Well done to all Media and Film students. We expect yet another successful year in 
the summer! 

Mathematics  

Mathematics is a part of our lives, we use maths daily without even realising it. It just comes naturally. Chatting on your phone requires a 
basic knowledge of maths, you need to know numbers and how they work! Dealing with decimal numbers is inevitable when dealing with 
money. Knowing how much money should be handed over to the shop keeper and how much change we should receive is important.  Year 7 
are working on decimals and year 8 are working on consolidating gaps in their learning, based on their test scores. Year 9 are concentrating 
on angles and bearings and year 11 are in the final stages of their courses and are all very excited about getting the chance to demonstrate 
the knowledge they have acquired over the past two years, in their final GCSE exams. Good luck year 11s!! 

Music Department 

They say music is a journey and each class is progressing nicely along their musical paths. Year 7 are learning about samba music and playing 
as a class ensemble. Some students will be playing samba when they take part in the Sawtry Carnival this year. Year 8 are creating a set of 
variations based on themes from ‘Star Wars’ and year 9 are about to compose a piece of minimalism based on ‘Tubular Bells’ which is the 
theme used in ‘The Exorcist’. Year 10 have been learning about music from around the world. Year 11 are nearing the end of their journey 
and are revising, some are preparing for their final ensemble performances.  ‘School of Rock’ rehearsals are underway and are going very 
well, so please come along on the 4th, 5th or 6th of July to see our talented students perform.  

ICT Department 

Programming is continuing to gain popularity among a growing niche of students. It is a major part of 
computer science which helps students to develop thinking, creativity, analytical and communication 
skills. Year 9 students have recently been creating a simple usable program as part of their curriculum; 
it provided an opportunity to show off coding skills and everyone had a good attempt. A few students 
are currently developing some very good usable programs. During the task, students explored         
analysing a problem, breaking down a problem into smaller components, designing possible solutions, 
getting feedback and using programming techniques to provide a solution.  In Session 6 (every 
Wednesday in E12), anyone can attend and have a go at coding for fun or to help develop their      
programming skills further. 

The ICT department is currently considering entering students for external competitions such as the 
British Computer Science annual Coding Competition and would be glad to take student entries; so 
look out on notices for more information or by speaking to any ICT teacher. 

Geometrical design helped Ermine to win the recent inter-house              
competition which was to make something from recycled materials. Miss 
Philpot’s group made this amazing piece, which now has pride of place 
hanging in the Ermine office, from recycled maps – a real piece of           
mathematical art! 



 Science 

At science club this term we have been having lots of fun, which 
has included exploring space and making explosions . At the start 
of the term we learnt all about how people found their way 
around using stars before they had maps. Students enjoyed    
pretending to be astronauts who were on a mission to Mars and 
had to pack all the things they would need. On the way to Mars 
they would see comets (which are like big lumps of ice flying 
through space really fast), students then made comets and           
investigated further.  They realised the larger comets change 
more slowly than small ones (when they heat up). At the        
moment we are making explosions with apples, elephants and 
toothpaste! 

On the 12th March twenty students from years 8-10 pushed themselves to the limit of their Biology knowledge as they took part in the  
Biology Challenge. This is a national competition organized by the Royal Society of Biology and last year 40,000 students from around the 
world competed. Our students faced two online tests covering a vast range of biological content, which required them to apply their 
knowledge quickly against the clock. Successful students will receive a range of certificates, from ‘Commended’ to ‘Gold award’. We will let 
you know if any of our students receive these prestigious awards when the results come out in a few months. 

On 7th March, Mrs. Lloyd took four AS Level Biology students to the Babraham Institute of Science in Cambridge for their annual Schools 
Day. The students had the opportunity to undertake some research with the scientists, experience the world class research that takes 
place there and learn about science careers. Here is one account of the day. “During the schools day at the Babraham Institute, I was put 
into a group where we prepared our own cheek epithelial cells. In one of the investigations, we centrifuged and  stained the cells to 
then look at them under a microscope. In the other investigation, we prepared our DNA from our cheek epithelial cells, centrifuged them, 
and amplified the repeat we were looking for in our DNA by PCR, then put the PCR products on an agarose gel and looked at the final    
product under a UV lamp. Overall, the day was very enjoyable and    
useful as it offered an insight to what happens in industrial labs and the 
different kinds of techniques they use”. Megan Childs  

Art 

Students continue to create imaginative and exciting work; sixth form 
are exploring ambitious personal projects, year 11 have completed their 
GCSE exam and GCSE art sees the conclusion of exciting ‘Cubist’ work. 
Year 7 are developing their pottery skills and year 8 are exploring      
portraiture.  For regular updates see the Art and Photography showcase 
on the school website where you will also find out about our work with 
‘The Great Fen Project’, Hinchingbrooke Hospital and local and national           
competitions.  

On  Saturday 24th February 50 year 8 students went to London. Most 
students had not visited an art gallery before so were fascinated when 
looking around the National Gallery. They were entertained with talks on some of the Nation’s and World’s most famous paintings. After 
some independent time in the gallery the students saw street entertainers in Trafalgar Square before going to the London Eye. An          
enjoyable and slightly chilly boat trip up and down the river Thames gave students a taste of the city’s sights from ground level.   As always 
the students were tremendously well behaved and a credit to the academy and a fantastic day was enjoyed by everyone.  

 



Food and Nutrition Students prepare a host of delights for their GCSE exam.  

During the week before half term, year 11 students studying GCSE Food Preparation and          
Nutrition took part in their practical exam. Students had 3 hours to prepare, cook and serve 
three dishes of their own choice showcasing skills they have learnt during the course. A few   
students chose to cook dishes based on European cuisine or 
some made dishes containing fruit and vegetables suitable 
for young children. 

Students demonstrated a wide range of skills including a   
variety of pastry making; sweet, shortcrust, puff and choux; 
fresh pasta and gnocchi making; bread making; deboning 
chicken for use in stir fries and curries; roux and reduction 
sauces. All dishes were beautifully presented and tasted    
delicious.  The cookery room has also recently been equipped 
with new cookers which has benefited everyone all round.  

 

   

  

Some of the superb dishes 

presented by students for 

their GCSE exam and the 

new cookers. 

                                                                         Geography Students take on exciting tasks 

Currently the Geography students are involved in a variety of exciting tasks. Year 7 have been carrying 

out research into coastal features and producing information posters about Old Harry’s Rocks and 

Blakeney Point as part of their work on coasts and coastal management. Year 8 have been studying 

population and what can be done to manage it. There were several interesting responses to the      

question ‘Are we all doomed?’ whilst several students were somewhat shocked at their families’ carbon 

footprints. Year 9 are carrying out an investigation into new housing in the local area and what people 

think about it; field work was delayed by the weather but has now been finished. Year 10 have finished 

the work about the challenges of urban environments and have moved on to studying the physical   

geography of the UK whilst year 11 are coming to the end of their course and are focusing on revision 

and the summer exams. As a department we are looking forward to the Environmental Pledge day 

where the year 10 students will be creating campaign material to encourage people to use less plastic. 

Overall things are very busy and the students are working very hard. 

Preparing for Careers in Child Development                    Year 13 students are putting the finishing touches to their coursework. They have to 

complete 15 units over 2 years, 3 of the units are undertaken externally. Units  

cover healthy eating; safeguarding children; areas of development from birth to 8 

years; observation and planning and working with families that have additional 

needs such as English as an additional language. The students complete 750 hours 

of placement with 3 days in school over the 2 year period.   Placements include 

working as a TA at Sawtry Infants School, helping at Sawtry Day Nursey and     

Gemima House Nursery at Alconbury Weald.  Mrs Larham said “The course pro-

vides an excellent qualification (Level 3) for those wanting to pursue a                 

career working with children such as Primary teaching,  

Play Therapy, & Paediatric Nursing. 



New York Trip 2017 

Back in December, students in the Sixth Form travelled to New York. 
The trip included visits to many of the main sites; Empire State      
Building, the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, the 9/11 Memorial, Central 
Park, Grand Central Station, the UN building and Brooklyn Bridge. 
There was also free time for shopping.  A truly enriching experience for 
those that took part. 

Cambs Drive IQ 

On 31st January, Cambs Drive iQ visited  50 students in year 
12 to advise them on how to drive safely on the road. To 
support this, students can access online modules that high-
light dangers and risks and the benefits of safer driving. 
During the follow up to the talk the Police and Crime  Com-
missioner for Cambridgeshire presented students who had 
completed online training with their ‘Certificate in Driver 
Awareness’. 
 

Sociology at year 13 – Globalization, by Billy  
Year 13 Sociology is currently looking into global issues 
such as population growth, damage to the environment, 
the role of aid to poor countries and trade. One of the 
most interesting things we’ve looked at is globalisation 
and how that affects our lives. Lots of us like a bargain 
but we don’t necessarily think about where the clothes 
come from and learn about the difference between the 
wage earned by an Indonesian sweat shop worker and 
the price paid by a shopper here in the West. It’s really 
interesting to see how countries are all connected 
through the goods they consume e.g cars, clothes,      
electrical goods. Studying Global Development in        
Sociology is fascinating and is giving me a much broader 
understanding of major world issues.  
 
 
 

Business Gold Dust Enrichment  

A Student Perspective from Tom, William, Dan, Ryan, Connor & Lewis 

 

The ICAEW competition is where students are able to engage in a    
business challenge that enables them to develop key employability 
skills and understand what it is like to be a chartered accountant. The 
competition consists of carrying out an analysis of a current business 
issue and offering solutions to the issues faced. Prior to the           
competition, we carry out presentation skill-based lessons to develop 
our confidence and ability to communicate information to an        
audience. We work together as a team.  Participation in the           
programme supports applications for apprenticeships and to          
university. It also improves knowledge and understanding of content 
on the Business and Finance courses. This whole process is working 
towards presenting to a panel of chartered accountants and a large 
audience which would judge the quality of the presentation and the 
decisions we have made for the business which we were presented 
with. We have just heard that we are now through to round 3.The 
next round would be the national final. 

 

 


