
Second Public Meeting – 23 November 2017 



Agenda 

• Campaign update 

• Update from Shailesh Vara MP 

• Update from Councillor Simon Bywater 

• Sawtry Leisure Centre 

• Q&A Session 

• Next Steps 

 



Campaign Update 



The court case 
• On 6 October James Stewart was sentenced at 

Huntingdon Crown Court to four years imprisonment  

• Alan Stevens, was sentenced to 24 weeks in prison, 
suspended for 12 months, and given 80 hours’ unpaid 
work in that 12 month period 

• The presentation of the case by the prosecution made 
completely clear the destructive impact that Mr 
Stewart’s absence of leadership over an extended 
period has had on the local community and school 

 





Petition update 
• We have received over 1,300 offers of support 

through our online petition and campaign 
postcards  

• It is still possible to register your support if 
you haven’t already. The link is available on 
our Facebook page and postcards are available 
to be signed this evening 



CYP visit 
• On Friday 20 October, members of the 

Cambridgeshire County Council’s Children and 
Young People committee visited Sawtry Village 
Academy for a tour of the degrading buildings  

• During the tour, members commented that 
the buildings were in a worse state than they 
had previously thought  



Photos from the CYP visit 



Comments from CYP visit  
 "I was rather shocked to learn about the state of the buildings, 

the impact that a lack of leadership (from the former principal) 
and systematic neglect of the fabric of the school over many 
years…The enormity of it all is shocking.” 

 
“I applaud how hard you and the staff (and parents) have worked 
in order to make the superficial improvements demonstrating to 
the students how much you value them and your longer term 
plans to improve the whole environment and provide the 
facilities that the young people deserve.” 

 



Update from Shailesh Vara MP 



Update from Councillor  
Simon Bywater 



Letter from Councillor Bywater 

Unfortunately Councillor Bywater, the Chairman 
of the Children and Young People Committee, is 
unable to join us this evening. In his absence he 
has sent the following letter which will be read 
by Lis Every, Children and Young People 
Committee member. 



Sawtry Leisure Centre 



Positive steps forward 

• Continued positive dialogue with the 
Huntingdonshire District Council on the way 
forward for the rental agreement on the leisure 
centre 

• We would like to extend our thanks to Jo 
Lancaster and her team at the Council for their 
support 

• We expect a positive outcome from our 
discussions soon 



Q&A session 



Next Steps 



Next Steps 

• Requests to speak at the CYP committee presentation on 5 
December would need to reach Richenda Greenhill by midday on 
Thursday 30 November with either the text of the question or an 
outline of the points you intend to make.  
– Richenda Greenhill, Democratic Services Officer Cambridgeshire County 

Council Tel: 01223 699171 Email: Richenda.Greenhill@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

• 5 December - CYP meeting  

• Update and result of the CYP meeting will shortly follow  

• Continue to follow us on Facebook – New Building, Strong Future  

• Sign the online petition if you haven’t already  

• Keep the strong momentum of the campaign going by continuing to 
like, share and discuss the campaign within the community 


