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Christmas is nearly here! Please enjoy reading our December newsletter which highlights key messages and advice for you and 

your family to remain safe during this exciting month of festive cheer! Parents and Carers are reminded that this newsletter is for 
both Primary and Secondary school children, and therefore trust your judgement to share what you feel is relevant information 

for your family. 

Don’t ask Santa for an e-scooter Christmas message

Cambridgeshire police 
wish you all a safe & 

happy Christmas.
We look forward to 

welcoming you back in 
2022

Merry Christmas!!
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Weapons taken off of our streets!

More than 50 weapons including swords, knuckle dusters and batons were handed into police last month as 
part of an amnesty. The amnesty allowed people to hand in knives and recently banned weapons to police 
without fear of prosecution. The 56 items handed in included 34 knives and 14 swords.
In July this year the Offensive Weapons Act was updated, making items such as knuckledusters, telescopic 
truncheons, curved swords and zombie knives illegal to own even if kept on private property. Previously, 
weapons such as these were only illegal when carried in public.
The amnesty formed part of the national ‘Operation Sceptre’ week of action. A broad range of policing 
activity took place during the week, including a heightened police presence in ‘hotspot’ areas, targeting 
people who are believed to carry weapons, engagement with schools and working with retailers who sell 
knives, as well as completing test purchases. The week was supported by officers, Specials and police 
cadets. The week-long initiative was part of ‘Operation Guardian’ – the Constabulary’s ongoing strategy to 
combat knife crime in the county.

Possession of an article with a blade or point offences decreased by 17% in Cambridgeshire in 2020/21 
compared to figures for the previous financial year. Where knives are concerned, it is illegal to:
• sell a knife of any kind to anyone under 18 years old.
• carry a knife in public without good reason - unless it’s a knife with a folding blade 3 inches long (7.62 cm) 

or less, e.g. a Swiss Army knife
• carry, buy or sell any type of banned knife
• use any knife in a threatening way (even a legal knife, such as a Swiss Army knife)
The maximum penalty for an adult carrying a knife is four years in prison and a fine of £5,000. 

Inspector Matt Snow said: “I’d like to thank everyone who handed in weapons to us last week. By doing so 
you have helped to make our communities safer. “We wanted to give people an opportunity to hand in 
weapons that have now been made illegal to own. I’m pleased people have taken that opportunity and that 
these items will now be disposed of safely. This week of action was all part of our ongoing efforts to tackle 
crime involving weapons in the county as we aim to make Cambridgeshire an even safer place.”
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We would love to hear your feedback & comments. 
You can contact the team via our email 

Schools&CYP@cambs.pnn.police.uk
Call: 101
Telephone: 18001 101
Visit: cambs.police.uk
Follow: CambsCops
Subscribe: eCops.org.uk

DISCORD: What parents & carers need to know!

The following information has been sourced from National Online Safety, who believe in empowering 
parents/carers with information and advice to raise awareness about online safety for children and young 
people. Discord is one of the most popular communication tools for gamers and has over 14 million daily 
users. It allows the user to create or join what are known as ‘servers’, where different users can talk in 
groups via text message or voice call. There is also the option to send direct message and make video calls.

There following is a useful guide for your awareness, which highlights some of the downsides of discord. 
Further information can be found by visiting www.nationalonlinesafety.com

mailto:Schools&CYP@cambs.pnn.police.uk
http://www.nationalonlinesafety.com/
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